
Irma S. Raker retired from the Court of Appeals of Maryland in 2008.  Prior to 
her appointment to the Court of Appeals, Judge Raker served as a trial judge on 
the District Court of Maryland and the Circuit Court for Montgomery County.  
Prior to her appointment to the bench, Judge Raker served as an Assistant 
State's Attorney for Montgomery County, and was a Partner at Sachs, 
Greenebaum, and Tayler.  Currently Judge Raker serves as the Chairperson of 
the Maryland Access to Justice Commission, and she is actively engaged in 
private mediation and arbitration. Since 1981, Judge Raker has chaired the 
Committee to Draft Pattern Jury Instructions in Maryland.  Judge Raker 
graduated from Syracuse University and American University, Washington 
College of Law, and she also studied at the Hague Academy of International 
Law.  She is an adjunct professor at the Washington College of Law of the 
American University, where she teaches trial advocacy.  Her honors include the 
American Bar Association's prestigious Margaret Brent Women Lawyers of 
Achievement Award, the Maryland Bar Foundation's H. Vernon Eney Award, the 
Robert C. Heeney Award by the Maryland State Bar Criminal Law Section, a 
three time honoree of the Daily Record’s Maryland’s Top 100 Women, recipient 
of the Daily Record Leadership in Law Award, the Rita C. Davidson Award of the 
Women's Bar Association of Maryland, and the Outstanding Jurist Award of the 
Montgomery County Bar Association Maryland. 

 


