T. 30, Ch. 3, Art. 7A, Refs & Annos, AL ST T. 30, Ch. 3, Art. 7A, Refs & Annos

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations.
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support.
Article 7A. . Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act.

Ala.Code 1975 T. 30, Ch. 3, Art. 7A, Refs & Annos
Currentness

Ala Code 1975 T. 30, Ch. 3, Art. 7A, Refs & Annos, AL ST T. 30, Ch. 3, Art. 7A, Refs & Annos
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-160. Short title., AL ST § 30-3-160

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7A. . Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-160
§ 30-3-160. Short title.

Currentness

This article shall be known and may be cited as the “ Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act” and promotes the
genera philosophy in this state that children need both parents, even after adivorce, established in Section 30-3-150.

Credits
(Act 2003-364, p. 1017, 8 1)

Notes of Decisions (4)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-160, AL ST § 30-3-160
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.

End of Document © 2013 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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§ 30-3-161. Definitions., AL ST § 30-3-161

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7A. . Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-161
§ 30-3-161. Definitions.
Currentness

Asusedinthisarticle, thefollowing words and phrases shall have the foll owing meanings, unlessthe context requires adifferent
definition:

(1) CHANGE OF PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE. A change of the residence of a child whose custody has been determined by
a prior court order, whether or not accompanied by a change of the residence of a person entitled to custody of the child,
with the intent that such change shall be permanent in nature and not amounting to a temporary absence of the child from
his or her principal residence.

(2) CHILD. A minor child as defined by subdivision (2) of Section 30-3B-102. Asused in this article, the term may include
the singular and the plural.

(3) CHILD CUSTODY DETERMINATION. A judgment, decree, or other order of a court providing for the legal custody,
physical custody, or visitation with respect to a child. The term includes a permanent, temporary, initial, and modification
order. The term does not include an order relating to child support or other monetary obligation of an individual.

(49) COMMENCEMENT. Thefiling of thefirst pleading in a proceeding.

(5) COURT. An entity authorized under the law of a state to establish, enforce, or modify a child custody determination.

(6) MODIFICATION. A child custody determination that changes, replaces, supersedes, or is otherwise made after aprevious
determination concerning the same child, whether or not it is made by the court that made the previous determination.

(7) PERSON ACTING AS A PARENT. A person, other than a parent, who has physical custody of the child or has had
physical custody for a period of six consecutive months, including any temporary absence, within one year immediately
before the commencement of a child custody proceeding and has been awarded legal custody by a court or claims a right
tolegal custody under the law of this state.

(8) PERSON ENTITLED TO CUSTODY OR VISITATION. A person so entitled to physical custody of a child as defined
by Sections 30-3-1 through 30-3-4.1, inclusive, or visitation with respect to achild by virtue of achild custody determination
as defined by subdivision (3) of Section 30-3B-102.
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§ 30-3-161. Definitions., AL ST § 30-3-161

(9) PHYSICAL CUSTODY. The physical care and supervision of achild.

(10) PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE OF A CHILD. Any of the following:

a. The residence designated by a court to be the primary residence of the child.

b. In the absence of a determination by a court, the residence at which the parents of a child whose change of principal
residenceis at issue have expressly agreed that the child will primarily reside.

¢. In the absence of a determination by a court or an express agreement between the parents of a child whose change of
principal residence s at issue, the residence, if any, at which the child lived with the child's parents, a parent, or a person
acting as a parent, for at least six consecutive months or, in the case of a child less than six months of age, the residence
at which the child lived from birth with the child's parents, a parent, or a person acting as a parent. Periods of temporary
absence from such residence are counted as part of the period of residence.

(11) RELOCATE or RELOCATION. A change in the principal residence of a child for a period of 45 days or more. The
term does not include atemporary absence from the primary residence, or an absence necessary to escape domestic violence.

Credits
(Act 2003-364, p. 1017, 8 2.)

Notes of Decisions (2)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-161, AL ST § 30-3-161
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.

End of Document © 2013 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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§ 30-3-162. Applicability., AL ST § 30-3-162

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7A. . Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-162
§ 30-3-162. Applicability.

Currentness

(a) Except as provided otherwise by this article, the provisions of this article apply to al orders determining custody of or
visitation with a child whether such order was issued before or after September 1, 2003. To the extent that a provision of this
article conflicts with an existing order determining custody of or visitation with a child or other enforceable agreement, this
article does not apply to alter or amend the terms of such order or agreement which addresses the rights of the parties or the
child with regard to a change in the primary residence of a child. Any person entitled to the legal or physical custody of or
visitation with a child may commence an action for modification to incorporate the provisions of this article into an existing
order determining the custody of or visitation with a child. Except as provided in subsection (c) of Section 30-3-165, thisarticle
shall not apply to a person who is on active military service in the Armed Forces of the United States of Americaand is being
transferred or relocated pursuant to a non-voluntary order from the government.

(b) Sections 30-3-169.1 to 30-3-169.7, inclusive, shall not apply to a change of principal residence of a child to a residence
which is 60 miles or less from the residence of a non-relocating parent who is entitled to custody of or visitation with the child
or if the change or proposed change results in the child residing nearer to the non-relocating parent than before the change or
proposed change, unless such change in the principal residence of achild resultsin the child living in a different state.

Credits
(Act 2003-364, p. 1017, 8 3.)

Notes of Decisions (2)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-162, AL ST § 30-3-162
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.

End of Document © 2013 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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§ 30-3-163. Change of principal residence -- Child., AL ST § 30-3-163

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7A. . Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-163
§ 30-3-163. Change of principal residence -- Child.
Currentness
Except as provided by Section 30-3-167, a person who hasthe right to establish the principal residence of the child shall provide

noticeto every other person entitled to custody of or visitation with achild of aproposed change of the child's principal residence
as required by subsection (b) of Section 30-3-165.

Credits
(Act 2003-364, p. 1017, 84.)

Ala. Code 1975 § 30-3-163, AL ST § 30-3-163
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.

End of Document © 2013 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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§ 30-3-164. Change of principal residence -- Custodial party,..., AL ST § 30-3-164

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7A. . Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-164
§ 30-3-164. Change of principal residence -- Custodial party, persons with visitation rights.
Currentness
Except as provided by Section 30-3-167, aperson entitled to custody of or visitation with a child shall provide notice to every

other person entitled to custody of or visitation with a child of an intended change in his or her principal residence as required
by subsection (b) of Section 30-3-165.

Credits
(Act 2003-364, p. 1017, §5.)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-164, AL ST § 30-3-164
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.

End of Document © 2013 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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§ 30-3-165. Notice., AL ST § 30-3-165

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7A. . Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-165
§ 30-3-165. Notice.

Currentness

(8) When anaticeisrequired by either Section 30-3-163 or Section 30-3-164, except as provided by Section 30-3-167, the notice
of aproposed change of principal residence of achild or the notice of an intended or proposed change of the principal residence
of an adult as provided in this article must be given by certified mail to the last known address of the person or persons entitled
to notification under this article not later than the 45th day before the date of the intended change of the principal residence of
achild or the 10th day after the date such information required to be furnished by subsection (b) becomes known, if the person
did not know and could not reasonably have known the information in sufficient time to comply with the 45-day notice, and it
is not reasonably possible to extend the time for change of principal residence of the child.

(b) Except as provided by Section 30-3-167, all of the following information, if available, must be included with the notice of
intended change of principal residence of achild:

(1) The intended new residence, including the specific street address, if known.

(2) The mailing address, if not the same as the street address.

(3) The telephone number or numbers at such residence, if known.

(4) If applicable, the name, address, and telephone number of the school to be attended by the child, if known.

(5) The date of the intended change of principal residence of achild.

(6) A statement of the specific reasons for the proposed change of principal residence of a child, if applicable.

(7) A proposal for arevised schedule of custody of or visitation with a child, if any.

(8) A warning to the non-relocating person that an objection to the relocation must be made within 30 days of receipt of the
notice or the relocation will be permitted.

(c) A person entitled to custody of achild who ison active military servicein the Armed Forces of the United States of America
and is being transferred or relocated pursuant to a non-voluntary order of the government shall provide notice of change of
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§ 30-3-165. Notice., AL ST § 30-3-165

principal residence of a child to the persons entitled to custody of or visitation with a child with the information set forth in
subsection (b) except that such notice need not contain a warning to the non-rel ocating person as provided in subdivision (8)
of subsection (b) that an objection to the relocation must be made within 30 days or the relocation will be permitted.

(d) A person required to give notice of aproposed change of principal residence of achild under this section hasacontinuing duty
to provide the information required by this section as that information becomes known. Such information should be provided
by certified mail to the last known address to the person or persons entitled to such notice within 10 days of the date such
information becomes known.

Credits
(Act 2003-364, p. 1017, §6.)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-165, AL ST § 30-3-165
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-166. Language required in child custody determination., AL ST § 30-3-166

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7A. . Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-166
§ 30-3-166. Language required in child custody determination.

Currentness

After September 1, 2003, every child custody determination shall include the following language:

“ Alabamalaw requires each party in this action who has either custody of or theright of visitation with a child to notify other
parties who have custody of or the right of visitation with the child of any change in his or her address or telephone number,
or both, and of any change or proposed change of principal residence and telephone number or numbers of a child. Thisis
a continuing duty and remains in effect as to each child subject to the custody or visitation provisions of this decree until
such child reaches the age of majority or becomes emancipated and for so long as you are entitled to custody of or visitation
with achild covered by thisorder. If thereisto be a change of principal residence by you or by a child subject to the custody
or visitation provisions of this order, you must provide the following information to each other person who has custody or
vigitation rights under this decree as follows:

“(1) The intended new residence, including the specific street address, if known.

“(2) The mailing address, if not the same as the street address.

“(3) The telephone number or numbers at such residence, if known.

“(4) If applicable, the name, address, and telephone number of the school to be attended by the child, if known.

“(5) The date of the intended change of principal residence of achild.

“(6) A statement of the specific reasons for the proposed change of principal residence of achild, if applicable.

“(7) A proposal for arevised schedule of custody of or visitation with a child, if any.

“(8) Unless you are amember of the Armed Forces of the United States of Americaand are being transferred or rel ocated

pursuant to a non-voluntary order of the government, a warning to the non-relocating person that an objection to the

relocation must be made within 30 days of receipt of the notice or the relocation will be permitted.
“You must give notice by certified mail of the proposed change of principa residence on or before the 45th day before a
proposed change of principal residence. If you do not know and cannot reasonably become aware of such information in
sufficient time to provide a 45-day notice, you must give such notice by certified mail not later than the 10th day after the

date that you obtain such information.

“Your failureto notify other parties entitled to notice of your intent to change the principal residence of achild may be taken
into account in a modification of the custody of or visitation with the child.
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§ 30-3-166. Language required in child custody determination., AL ST § 30-3-166

“1f you, asthe non-rel ocating party, do not commence an action seeking atemporary or permanent order to prevent the change
of principal residence of a child within 30 days after receipt of notice of the intent to change the principal residence of the
child, the change of principal residence is authorized.”

Credits
(Act 2003-364, p. 1017,87.)

Notes of Decisions (1)

Ala. Code 1975 § 30-3-166, AL ST § 30-3-166
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-167. Disclosure exceptions., AL ST § 30-3-167

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7A. . Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-167
§ 30-3-167. Disclosure exceptions.

Currentness

(a) In order to protect the identifying information of persons at risk from the effects of domestic violence or abuse, on afinding
by the court that the health, safety, or liberty of a person or a child would be unreasonably put at risk by the disclosure of the
identifying information required by Section 30-3-163 or Section 30-3-164 in conjunction with a proposed change of principal
residence of achild or change of principal residence of a person having custody of or rights of visitation with a child, the court
may order any or all of the following:

(1) The specific residence address and tel ephone number of achild or the person having custody of or rights of visitation with
achild and other identifying information shall not be disclosed in the pleadings, other documents filed in the proceeding, or
in any order issued by the court, except for in camera disclosures.

(2) The notice requirements provided by this article may be waived to the extent necessary to protect confidentiality and the
health, safety, or liberty of a person or achild.

(3) Any other remedia action that the court considers necessary to facilitate the legitimate needs of the parties and the
interests of the child.

(b) If appropriate, the court may conduct an ex parte hearing under subsection (a). Issuance of a final order of protection
under Sections 30-5-1 to 30-5-11, inclusive; a conviction for domestic violence pursuant to Sections 13A-6-130 to 13A-6-135,
inclusive; or an award of custody of the child pursuant to Sections 30-3-131 to 30-3-135, inclusive, shall be considered prima
facie evidence that the health, safety, or liberty of a person or a child would be unreasonably put at risk by the disclosure of
identifying information or by compliance with the notice requirements of this article.

Credits
(Act 2003-364, p. 1017, §8.)

Ala. Code 1975 § 30-3-167, AL ST § 30-3-167
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-168. Failure to give notice., AL ST § 30-3-168

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7A. . Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-168
§ 30-3-168. Failure to give notice.

Currentness

(a) Except as provided in Section 30-3-167, if a person required to give notice as required by Section 30-3-163 or Section
30-3-164 shall fail to provide the notice or the information required by subsection (b) of Section 30-3-165, the court shall
consider thefailureto provide such notice or information asafactor in making its determination regarding the change of principal
residence of a child; a factor in determining whether custody or visitation should be modified; a factor for ordering the return
of the child to the former residence of the child if the change of principa residence of a child has taken place without notice; a
factor meriting a deviation from the child support guidelines; afactor in awarding increased transportation and communication
expenses with the child; and afactor in considering whether the person seeking to change the principal residence of a child may
be ordered to pay reasonable costs and attorney's fees incurred by the person objecting to the change.

(b) Additionally, the court may make a finding of contempt of court if a party willfully and intentionally violates the notice
requirement of an order issued by any court pursuant to Section 30-3-166 and may impose the sanctions authorized by law or
rule of court for disobedience of a court order.

Credits
(Act 2003-364, p. 1017, 8 9.)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-168, AL ST § 30-3-168
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-169. Objection to change of principal residence., AL ST § 30-3-169

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7A. . Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-169
§ 30-3-169. Objection to change of principal residence.
Currentness
The person entitled to determine the principal residence of achild may change the principal residence of achild after providing

notice as provided herein unless a person entitled to notice files a proceeding seeking atemporary or permanent order to prevent
the change of principal residence of a child within 30 days after receipt of such notice.

Credits
(Act 2003-364, p. 1017, § 10.)

Notes of Decisions (1)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-169, AL ST § 30-3-169
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.

End of Document © 2013 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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§ 30-3-169.1. Proceedings., AL ST § 30-3-169.1

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7A. . Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-169.1
§ 30-3-169.1. Proceedings.
Currentness

() A person entitled to custody of or visitation with a child may commence a proceeding objecting to a proposed change of the
principal residence of achild and seek atemporary or permanent order to prevent the relocation.

(b) A non-parent entitled to visitation with a child may commence a proceeding to obtain arevised schedule of visitation, but
may not object to the proposed change of principal residence of a child or seek a temporary or permanent order to prevent
the change.

(c) A proceeding filed under this section must be filed within 30 days of receipt of notice of a proposed change of principal
residence of a child, except that the court may extend or waive the time for commencing such action upon a showing of good
cause, excusable neglect, or that the notice required by subsection (b) of Section 30-3-165 is defective or insufficient upon
which to base an action under this article.

(d) Except as otherwise specifically provided in thisarticle, the Alabama Rules of Civil Procedure shall apply to all proceedings
under thisarticle.

Credits
(Act 2003-364, p. 1017, § 11.)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-169.1, AL ST 8§ 30-3-169.1
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.

End of Document © 2013 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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§ 30-3-169.2. Court order., AL ST § 30-3-169.2

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7A. . Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-169.2
§ 30-3-169.2. Court order.
Currentness
(8) Where the ends of justice dictate, the court may grant a temporary order restraining the change of principal residence of a

child or ordering return of a child to the former residence of the child if a change of principal residence has previousy taken
place without compliance with this article, and may consider, among other factors, any of the following:

(1) The notice required by this article was not provided in atimely manner.

(2) Thenoticerequired by thisarticlewas not accurate or did not contain sufficient information upon which a person receiving
the notice could base an objection.

(3) The child already has been relocated without notice, agreement of the parties, or prior court approval.

(4) The likelihood that on final hearing the court will not approve the change of the principal residence of the child.

(b) The court may grant atemporary order permitting the change of principa residence of a child and providing for a revised
schedule for temporary visitation with a child pending a fina hearing if the court finds that the required notice of a proposed
change of principal residence of a child as provided in this article was provided in a timely manner, contained sufficient and
accurate information, and if the court finds from an examination of the evidence presented at a hearing for temporary relief that
thereisalikelihood that on final hearing the court will approve the change of the principal residence of the child.

(c) If the court hasissued atemporary order authorizing aparty to change the principal residence of achild beforefinal judgment
isissued, the court may not give weight to the temporary change of principal residence as afactor in reaching itsfinal decision.

Credits
(Act 2003-364, p. 1017, 8§ 12.)

Notes of Decisions (1)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-169.2, AL ST 8§ 30-3-169.2
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.

End of Document © 2013 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.

Mext


http://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/AlabamaStatutesCourtRules?transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&rs=clbt1.0&vr=3.0
http://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/AlabamaStatutesCourtRules?guid=NAC3994A0BAC511DB8E46AD894CF6FAAB&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&rs=clbt1.0&vr=3.0
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&cite=lk(ALSTT30R)&originatingDoc=NDB7B4F50BADA11DB8E46AD894CF6FAAB&refType=CM&sourceCite=Ala.Code+1975+%c2%a7+30-3-169.2&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000002&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/AlabamaStatutesCourtRules?guid=NAEA4EF50BAC511DB8E46AD894CF6FAAB&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&rs=clbt1.0&vr=3.0
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&cite=lk(ALSTT30C3R)&originatingDoc=NDB7B4F50BADA11DB8E46AD894CF6FAAB&refType=CM&sourceCite=Ala.Code+1975+%c2%a7+30-3-169.2&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000002&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/AlabamaStatutesCourtRules?guid=NB3187610BAC511DB8E46AD894CF6FAAB&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&rs=clbt1.0&vr=3.0
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&cite=lk(ALSTT30C3ART7AR)&originatingDoc=NDB7B4F50BADA11DB8E46AD894CF6FAAB&refType=CM&sourceCite=Ala.Code+1975+%c2%a7+30-3-169.2&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000002&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I2E6E0F50B1-6F11D79546F-98AC1F3571B)&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/RelatedInformation/NotesofDecisions?docGuid=NDB7B4F50BADA11DB8E46AD894CF6FAAB&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=NotesOfDecision&contextData=(sc.Default)

§ 30-3-169.3. Change of custody., AL ST § 30-3-169.3

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7A. . Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-169.3
§ 30-3-169.3. Change of custody.

Currentness

(a) Upon the entry of atemporary order or upon final judgment permitting the change of principal residence of a child, a court
may consider a proposed change of principal residence of a child as a factor to support a change of custody of the child. In
determining whether a proposed or actual change of principal residence of a minor child should cause a change in custody of
that child, a court shall take into account all factors affecting the child, including, but not limited to, the following:

(1) The nature, quality, extent of involvement, and duration of the child's relationship with the person proposing to relocate
with the child and with the non-rel ocating person, siblings, and other significant persons or institutionsin the child'slife.

(2) The age, developmental stage, needs of the child, and the likely impact the change of principal residence of a child will
have on the child's physical, educational, and emotional devel opment, taking into consideration any special needs of the child.

(3) Theincrease in travel time for the child created by the change in principal residence of the child or a person entitled to
custody of or visitation with the child.

(4) The availability and cost of alternate means of communication between the child and the non-relocating party.

(5) The feasibility of preserving the relationship between the non-relocating person and the child through suitable visitation
arrangements, considering the logistics and financial circumstances of the parties.

(6) The preference of the child, taking into consideration the age and maturity of the child.

(7) The degree to which a change or proposed change of the principal residence of the child will result in uprooting the child
as compared to the degree to which a modification of the custody of the child will result in uprooting the child.

(8) The extent to which custody and visitation rights have been allowed and exercised.

(9) Whether thereis an established pattern of conduct of the person seeking to change the principal residence of achild, either
to promote or thwart the relationship of the child and the non-relocating person.
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§ 30-3-169.3. Change of custody., AL ST § 30-3-169.3

(10) Whether the person seeking to change the principal residence of achild, once out of the jurisdiction, islikely to comply
with any new visitation arrangement and the disposition of that person to foster ajoint parenting arrangement with the non-
relocating party.

(11) Whether the relocation of the child will enhancethe general quality of lifefor both the custodial party seeking the change
of principal residence of the child and the child, including, but not limited to, financial or emotional benefit or educational
opportunities.

(12) Whether or not a support system is available in the area of the proposed new residence of the child, especialy in the
event of an emergency or disability to the person having custody of the child.

(13) Whether or not the proposed new residence of a child is to a foreign country whose public policy does not normally
enforce the visitation rights of non-custodial parents, which does not have an adequately functioning legal system, or which
otherwise presents a substantial risk of specific and serious harm to the child.

(14) The stahility of the family unit of the persons entitled to custody of and visitation with a child.

(15) The reasons of each person for seeking or opposing a change of principal residence of a child.

(16) Evidence relating to a history of domestic violence or child abuse.

(17) Any other factor that in the opinion of the court is material to the general issue or otherwise provided by law.

(b) The court making a determination of such issue shall enter an order granting the objection to the change or proposed change
of principal residence of a child, denying the objection to the change or proposed change of principal residence of a child, or
any other appropriate relief based upon the facts of the case.

(c) Thecourt, in approving achange of principal residence of achild, shall order contact between the child and the non-rel ocating
party and telephone access sufficient to assure that the child has frequent, continuing, and meaningful contact with the non-
relocating party and shall equitably apportion transportation costs of the child for visitation based upon the facts of the case.

(d) The court, in approving a change of principal residence of a child, may consider the costs of transporting the child for
visitation and determine whether a deviation from the child support guidelines should be considered in light of all factors
including, but not limited to, additional costsincurred for transporting the child for visitation.

(e) The court, in approving a change of principal residence of a child, may retain jurisdiction of the parties and of the child in
order to supervise the transition caused by the change of principal residence of the child; to insure compliance with the orders
of the court regarding continued access to the child by the non-relocating party; to insure the cooperation of the relocating party
in fostering the parent-child relationship between the child and the non-relocating party; and to protect the rel ocating party and
the child from risk of harm in those cases described in Section 30-3-167.
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§ 30-3-169.3. Change of custody., AL ST § 30-3-169.3

Credits
(Act 2003-364, p. 1017, § 13.)

Notes of Decisions (10)

Ala. Code 1975 § 30-3-169.3, AL ST § 30-3-169.3
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-169.4. Burden of proof., AL ST § 30-3-169.4

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7A. . Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-169.4
§ 30-3-169.4. Burden of proof.
Currentness
In proceedings under this article unless there has been a determination that the party objecting to the change of the principal
residence of the child has been found to have committed domestic violence or child abuse, there shall bearebuttable presumption
that a change of principal residence of a child is not in the best interest of the child. The party seeking a change of principal

residence of a child shall have theinitial burden of proof on theissue. If that burden of proof is met, the burden of proof shifts
to the non-relocating party.

Credits
(Act 2003-364, p. 1017, § 14.)

Notes of Decisions (13)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-169.4, AL ST § 30-3-169.4
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.

End of Document © 2013 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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§ 30-3-169.5. Obstructions to custody or visitation., AL ST § 30-3-169.5

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7A. . Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-169.5
§ 30-3-169.5. Obstructions to custody or visitation.
Currentness
If on final hearing the change of principal residence of a child is permitted, the court may require the person seeking to change

the principal residence of a child to provide reasonable security guaranteeing that the custody of and visitation with the child
will not be interrupted or obstructed by the relocating party.

Credits
(Act 2003-364, p. 1017, 8 15.)

Ala. Code 1975 § 30-3-169.5, AL ST § 30-3-169.5
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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8§ 30-3-169.6. Sanctions., AL ST § 30-3-169.6

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7A. . Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-169.6
§ 30-3-169.6. Sanctions.

Currentness
(8) Where a party commences an action without good cause or for the purpose of harassing or causing unnecessary financial
or emotional hardshipsto the other party, after notice and a reasonable opportunity to respond, the court may impose sanctions

on a person proposing a change of principal residence of the child or objecting to a proposed change of principal residence of
achildif it determines that the proposal was made or the objection was filed based upon any of the following:

(2) To harass a person or to cause unnecessary delay or needlessincrease in the cost of litigation.

(2) Without being warranted by existing law or based on frivolous argument.

(3) Based on allegations and other factual contentions, which had no evidentiary support nor, if specifically so identified,
could not have been reasonably believed to be likely to have evidentiary support after further investigation.

(4) Designed to €licit or discover or lead to the discovery of information protected by Section 30-3-167.

(b) Sanctions imposed under this section shall be limited to those that are sufficient to deter repetition of such conduct or
comparable conduct by others similarly situated. The sanction may include directives of anon-monetary nature, an order to pay
a penalty into court, or, if imposed on motion and warranted for effective deterrence, an order directing payment to the other
party of some or al of the reasonable costs, attorney's fees, and expenses incurred as a direct result of the violation.

Credits
(Act 2003-364, p. 1017, § 16.)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-169.6, AL ST § 30-3-169.6
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-169.7. Change of principal residence raised in..., AL ST § 30-3-169.7

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7A. . Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-169.7
§ 30-3-169.7. Change of principal residence raised in conjunction with other petition.

Currentness

If theissue of change of principal residence of achild is presented in apetition for divorce or dissolution of amarriage or other
petition to determine custody of or visitation with a child, the court shall consider, among other evidence, the factors set forth
in Sections 30-3-169.2 and 30-3-169.3 in making itsinitial determination.

Credits
(Act 2003-364, p. 1017, 8 17.)

Notes of Decisions (3)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-169.7, AL ST § 30-3-169.7
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-169.8. Award of expenses., AL ST § 30-3-169.8

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7A. . Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-169.8
§ 30-3-169.8. Award of expenses.
Currentness
The court may award any party necessary and reasonable expenses incurred by or on behalf of the party, including costs,

communication expenses, attorney's fees, investigative fees, expenses for withesses, travel expenses, and child care during the
course of the proceedings.

Credits
(Act 2003-364, p. 1017, 8 18.)

Ala. Code 1975 § 30-3-169.8, AL ST § 30-3-169.8
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-169.9. Change of principal residence outside state., AL ST § 30-3-169.9

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7A. . Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-169.9
§ 30-3-169.9. Change of principal residence outside state.

Currentness

() In those instances where the change of principal residence of a child resultsin the relocation of achild to aresidence outside
this state, the provisions of Sections 30-3B-101 to 30-3B-314, inclusive, shall apply to actions commenced under this article.

(b) Where the parties have been awarded joint custody, joint legal custody, or joint physical custody of a child as defined in
Section 30-3-151, and at |east one parent having joint custody, joint legal custody, or joint physical custody of achild continues
tomaintain aprincipal residenceinthisstate, the child shall have asignificant connection with this state and acourt in fashioning
its judgments, orders, or decrees may retain continuing jurisdiction under Sections 30-3B-202 to 30-3B-204, inclusive, even
though the child's principal residence after the relocation is outside this state.

(c) Inaproceeding commenced to modify, interpret, or enforce afinal decree under this article, where jurisdiction exists under
thissection or otherwise as provided by law and where only one person having joint custody, joint legal custody, or joint physical
custody of achild continuesto maintain aprincipal residence in this state, notwithstanding any law to the contrary, venue of all
proceedings under this article is changed so that venue will lie either in the original circuit court rendering the final decreeor in
the circuit court of the county where that person having joint custody, joint legal custody, or joint physical custody has resided
for aperiod of at least three consecutive years immediately preceding the commencement of an action under this article. The
person having joint custody, joint legal custody, or joint physical custody who continuesto maintain aprincipal residenceinthis
state shall be able to choose the particular venue as herein provided, regardless of which party filesthe petition or other action.

Credits
(Act 2003-364, p. 1017, § 19.)

Notes of Decisions (5)

Ala. Code 1975 § 30-3-169.9, AL ST § 30-3-169.9
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-169.10. Appeal., AL ST § 30-3-169.10

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7A. . Alabama Parent-Child Relationship Protection Act. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-169.10
§ 30-3-169.10. Appeal.
Currentness
An appeal may be taken from afinal order in a proceeding under this article in accordance with Alabama law. Unless the court

enters a temporary order under Section 30-3-169.2, the court may not stay an order enjoining a change in principal residence
of achild pending appeal.

Credits
(Act 2003-364, p. 1017, § 20.)

Notes of Decisions (1)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-169.10, AL ST § 30-3-169.10
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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T. 30, Ch. 3, Art. 6, Refs & Annos, AL ST T. 30, Ch. 3, Art. 6, Refs & Annos

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations.
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support.
Article 6. . Custody and Domestic or Family Abuse.

Ala.Code 1975 T. 30, Ch. 3, Art. 6, Refs & Annos
Currentness

Notes of Decisions (11)

Ala. Code 1975 T. 30, Ch. 3, Art. 6, Refs& Annos, AL ST T. 30, Ch. 3, Art. 6, Refs & Annos
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-130. Definitions., AL ST § 30-3-130

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 6. . Custody and Domestic or Family Abuse. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-130
§ 30-3-130. Definitions.
Currentness
For the purposes of thisarticle" domestic or family abuse” meansanincident resulting in the abuse, stalking, assault, harassment,
or the attempt or threats thereof. Abuse means any offense under Article 4 (commencing with Section 13A-6-60) of Chapter 6
of Title 13A, and under Chapter 15 (commencing with Section 26-15-1) of Title 26. Stalking means the offenses prescribed in

Sections 13A-6-90 to 13A-6-92, inclusive. Assault means the offense prescribed in Sections 13A-6-20 to 13A-6-25, inclusive.
Harassment means the offenses prescribed in Section 13A-11-8.

Credits
(Acts 1995, No. 95-629, p. 1332, § 1))

Notes of Decisions (3)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-130, AL ST § 30-3-130
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.

End of Document © 2013 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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§ 30-3-131. Determination raises rebuttable presumption that..., AL ST § 30-3-131

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 6. . Custody and Domestic or Family Abuse. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-131
§ 30-3-131. Determination raises rebuttable presumption that custody with perpetrator detrimental to child.
Currentness
In every proceeding where there is at issue a dispute as to the custody of a child, a determination by the court that domestic or
family violence has occurred raises a rebuttable presumption by the court that it is detrimental to the child and not in the best
interest of the child to be placed in sole custody, joint legal custody, or joint physical custody with the perpetrator of domestic

or family violence. Notwithstanding the provisions regarding rebuttable presumption, the judge must also take into account
what, if any, impact the domestic violence had on the child.

Credits
(Acts 1995, No. 95-629, p. 1332, § 2))

Notes of Decisions (18)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-131, AL ST §30-3-131
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-132. Factors court must consider., AL ST § 30-3-132

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 6. . Custody and Domestic or Family Abuse. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-132
§ 30-3-132. Factors court must consider.
Currentness
(8 In addition to other factors that a court is required to consider in a proceeding in which the custody of a child or visitation

by a parent is at issue and in which the court has made a finding of domestic or family violence the court shall consider each
of the following:

(1) The safety and well-being of the child and of the parent who is the victim of family or domestic violence.

(2) The perpetrator's history of causing physical harm, bodily injury, assault, or causing reasonable fear of physical harm,
bodily injury, or assault, to another person.

(b) If aparent isabsent or rel ocates because of an act of domestic or family violence by the other parent, the absence or relocation
may not be afactor that weighs against the parent in determining the custody or visitation.

Credits
(Acts 1995, No. 95-629, p. 1332, § 3.)

Notes of Decisions (3)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-132, AL ST §30-3-132
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-133. Determination raises rebuttable presumption that child..., AL ST § 30-3-133

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 6. . Custody and Domestic or Family Abuse. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-133
§ 30-3-133. Determination raises rebuttable presumption that child reside with parent not perpetrator.
Currentness
In every proceeding where there is at issue a dispute as to the custody of a child, a determination by the court that domestic
or family violence has occurred raises a rebuttable presumption by the court that it isin the best interest of the child to reside

with the parent who is not a perpetrator of domestic or family violence in the location of that parent's choice, within or outside
the state.

Credits
(Acts 1995, No. 95-629, p. 1332, §4.)

Notes of Decisions (6)

Ala. Code 1975 § 30-3-133, AL ST § 30-3-133
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-134. Finding of domestic violence constitutes change in..., AL ST § 30-3-134

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 6. . Custody and Domestic or Family Abuse. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-134
§ 30-3-134. Finding of domestic violence constitutes change in circumstances.
Currentness

In every proceeding in which there is at issue the modification of an order for custody or visitation of a child, a finding that
domestic or family violence has occurred since the last custody determination constitutes afinding of change in circumstances.

Credits
(Acts 1995, No. 95-629, p. 1332, §5.)

Notes of Decisions (2)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-134, AL ST §30-3-134
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.

End of Document © 2013 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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§ 30-3-135. Visitation by parent who committed violence., AL ST § 30-3-135

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 6. . Custody and Domestic or Family Abuse. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-135
§ 30-3-135. Visitation by parent who committed violence.

Currentness

(a) A court may award visitation by a parent who committed domestic or family violence only if the court finds that adequate
provision for the safety of the child and the parent who is avictim of domestic or family violence can be made.

(b) In avisitation order, a court may take any of the following actions:

(1) Order an exchange of the child to occur in a protected setting.

(2) Order visitation supervised in a manner to be determined by the court.

(3) Order the perpetrator of domestic or family violence to attend and complete to the satisfaction of the court, a program of
intervention for perpetrators or other designated counseling as a condition of visitation.

(4) Order the perpetrator of domestic or family violence to abstain from possession or consumption of acohol or controlled
substances during the visitation and for 24 hours preceding the visitation.

(5) Order the perpetrator of domestic or family violence to pay afeeto defray the cost of supervised visitation.

(6) Prohihit overnight visitation.

(7) Require abond from the perpetrator of domestic or family violence for the return and safety of the child.

(8) Impose any other condition that is deemed necessary to providefor the safety of the child, the victim of family or domestic
violence, or other family or household member.

(c) Whether or not visitation is allowed, the court may order the address of the child or the victim of family or domestic violence
to be kept confidential.
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§ 30-3-135. Visitation by parent who committed violence., AL ST § 30-3-135

(d) The court may refer but shall not order an adult who isavictim of family or domestic violence to attend counseling relating
to the victim's status or behavior as avictim, individually or with the perpetrator of domestic or family violence as a condition
of receiving custody of a child or as a condition of visitation.

(e) If acourt allows afamily or household member to supervise visitation, the court shall establish conditions to be followed
during visitation.

Credits
(Acts 1995, No. 95-629, p. 1332, § 6; Acts 1996, No. 96-261, p. 307, 8§ 1.)

Notes of Decisions (4)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-135, AL ST § 30-3-135
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.

End of Document © 2013 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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§ 30-3-136. Construction of provisions., AL ST § 30-3-136

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 6. . Custody and Domestic or Family Abuse. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-136
§ 30-3-136. Construction of provisions.

Currentness

The provisions of this article are supplemental and shall be construed in pari materia with other laws relating to civil and
criminal procedure.

Credits
(Acts 1995, No. 95-629, p. 1332, §7.)

Ala. Code 1975 § 30-3-136, AL ST § 30-3-136
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.

End of Document © 2013 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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T. 30, Ch. 3, Art. 7, Refs & Annos, AL ST T. 30, Ch. 3, Art. 7, Refs & Annos

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations.
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support.
Article 7. . Joint Custody.

Ala.Code 1975 T. 30, Ch. 3, Art. 7, Refs & Annos
Currentness

Ala. Code 1975 T. 30, Ch. 3, Art. 7, Refs & Annos, AL ST T. 30, Ch. 3, Art. 7, Refs & Annos
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-150. State policy., AL ST § 30-3-150

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7. . Joint Custody. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-150
§ 30-3-150. State policy.

Currentness

Joint Custody. It is the policy of this state to assure that minor children have frequent and continuing contact with parents
who have shown the ability to act in the best interest of their children and to encourage parents to share in the rights and
responsibilities of rearing their children after the parents have separated or dissolved their marriage. Joint custody does not
necessarily mean egual physical custody.

Credits
(Acts 1996, No. 96-520, p. 666, § 1.)

Notes of Decisions (2)

Ala. Code 1975 § 30-3-150, AL ST § 30-3-150
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-151. Definitions., AL ST § 30-3-151

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7. . Joint Custody. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-151
§ 30-3-151. Definitions.

Currentness

For the purposes of this article the following words shall have the following meanings:

(1) JOINT CUSTODY . Joint legal custody and joint physical custody.

(2) JOINT LEGAL CUSTODY . Both parents have equal rights and responsibilities for major decisions concerning the child,
including, but not limited to, the education of the child, health care, and religioustraining. The court may designate one parent
to have sole power to make certain decisions while both parents retain equal rights and responsibilities for other decisions.

(3) JOINT PHY SICAL CUSTODY. Physical custody is shared by the parents in a way that assures the child frequent and
substantial contact with each parent. Joint physical custody does not necessarily mean physical custody of equal durations
of time.

(4) SOLE LEGAL CUSTODY . One parent has sole rights and responsibilities to make major decisions concerning the child,
including, but not limited to, the education of the child, health care, and religious training.

(5) SOLE PHYSICAL CUSTODY . One parent has sole physical custody and the other parent has rights of visitation except
as otherwise provided by the court.

Credits
(Acts 1996, No. 96-520, p. 666, § 2.)

Notes of Decisions (13)

Ala. Code 1975 § 30-3-151, AL ST § 30-3-151
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-152. Factors considered; order without both parents'..., AL ST § 30-3-152

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7. . Joint Custody. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-152

§ 30-3-152. Factors considered; order without both parents'
consent; presumption where both parents request joint custody.

Currentness

(a) The court shall in every case consider joint custody but may award any form of custody which is determined to be in the
best interest of the child. In determining whether joint custody isin the best interest of the child, the court shall consider the
same factors considered in awarding sole legal and physical custody and al of the following factors:

(1) The agreement or lack of agreement of the parents on joint custody.

(2) The past and present ability of the parents to cooperate with each other and make decisionsjointly.

(3) The ability of the parents to encourage the sharing of love, affection, and contact between the child and the other parent.

(4) Any history of or potential for child abuse, spouse abuse, or kidnapping.

(5) The geographic proximity of the parents to each other as this relates to the practical considerations of joint physical
custody.

(b) The court may order aform of joint custody without the consent of both parents, when it isin the best interest of the child.

(c) If both parents request joint custody, the presumption is that joint custody isin the best interest of the child. Joint custody
shall be granted in the final order of the court unless the court makes specific findings as to why joint custody is not granted.

Credits
(Acts 1996, No. 96-520, p. 666, § 3.)

Notes of Decisions (23)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-152, AL ST § 30-3-152
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-153. Implementation; required provisions; plan set by court., AL ST § 30-3-153

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7. . Joint Custody. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-153
§ 30-3-153. Implementation; required provisions; plan set by court.

Currentness

(8 In order to implement joint custody, the court shall require the parents to submit, as part of their agreement, provisions
covering matters relevant to the care and custody of the child, including, but not limited to, al of the following:

(1) The care and education of the child.

(2) The medical and dental care of the child.

(3) Holidays and vacations.

(4) Child support.

(5) Other necessary factors that affect the physical or emotional health and well-being of the child.

(6) Designating the parent possessing primary authority and responsibility regarding involvement of the minor child in
academic, religious, civic, cultural, athletic, and other activities, and in medical and dental care if the parents are unable to
agree on these decisions. The exercise of this primary authority is not intended to negate the responsibility of the parties to
notify and communicate with each other as provided in this article.

(b) If the parties are unable to reach an agreement asto the provisions in subsection (@), the court shall set the plan.

Credits
(Acts 1996, No. 96-520, p. 666, § 4.)

Notes of Decisions (3)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-153, AL ST § 30-3-153
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-154. Availability of records to both parents., AL ST § 30-3-154

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7. . Joint Custody. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-154
§ 30-3-154. Availability of records to both parents.
Currentness
Unless otherwise prohibited by court order or statute, al records and information pertaining to the child, including, but not

limited to, medical, physiological, dental, scholastic, athletic, extracurricular, and law enforcement, shall be equally available
to both parents, in all types of custody arrangements.

Credits
(Acts 1996, No. 96-520, p. 666, § 5.)

Notes of Decisions (1)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-154, AL ST § 30-3-154
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-155. Determination of child support., AL ST § 30-3-155

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7. . Joint Custody. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-155
§ 30-3-155. Determination of child support.

Currentness

In making a determination of child support, the court shall apply Rule 32 of the Alabama Rules of Judicial Administration.

Credits
(Acts 1996, No. 96-520, p. 666, § 6.)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-155, AL ST § 30-3-155
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-156. Interference with custody or violation of Chapter 3B., AL ST § 30-3-156

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7. . Joint Custody. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-156
§ 30-3-156. Interference with custody or violation of Chapter 3B.
Currentness
Thefact that joint custody has been awarded to both parents shall not preclude acourt from finding that one parent has committed

the crime of interference with custody as provided in Section 13A-6-45, or has violated the Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction
and Enforcement Act as provided in Chapter 3B of thistitle.

Credits
(Acts 1996, No. 96-520, p. 666, § 7; Act 99-438, p. 777, 8 2.)

Ala. Code 1975 § 30-3-156, AL ST § 30-3-156
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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§ 30-3-157. Construction of article with respect to existing orders., AL ST § 30-3-157

Code of Alabama
Title 30. Marital and Domestic Relations. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 3. Child Custody and Support. (Refs & Annos)
Article 7. . Joint Custody. (Refs & Annos)

Ala.Code 1975 § 30-3-157
§ 30-3-157. Construction of article with respect to existing orders.

Currentness

Thisarticle shall not be construed as grounds for modification of an existing order. Thisarticle shall not be construed as affecting
the standard applicable to a subsequent modification.

Credits
(Acts 1996, No. 96-520, p. 666, § 8.)

Ala Code 1975 § 30-3-157, AL ST § 30-3-157
Current through the end of the 2013 Regular Session.
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