
 Day of Court: Tips 
 

TIP10 

1. Be on Time 
 Allow plenty of time to find parking, go through security and find your courtroom. 

2. Dress Appropriately and Professionally 
 You want the judge or jury to focus on your case, not your outfit or hair. 

3. Speak Clearly and Concisely  
 Write down notes. 
 Practice what you are going to say. 

4. Treat Everyone with Respect 
 Use clean language. 
 Treat court staff and the opposing party with respect. 
 Don’t talk over people who are speaking. Wait your turn. 

5. Tell the Truth 
 Lying under oath is a crime. 
 If the judge misunderstands something, clarify his or her understanding. 
 

6. Consider Mediation 
 Some civil District Court cases may be eligible for mediation on the day of your trial. For more 

information, visit mdcourts.gov/district/adr/home.html. 
 Know your rights under the law. Be prepared to discuss the issues in your case. 
 You may also be referred to mediation if your case is in the Circuit Court or Court of Special Appeals, 

but it will likely be before the day that you are scheduled for trial. 

 

http://www.mdcourts.gov/mdatjc
http://www.mdcourts.gov/district/adr/home.html
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