COMPLAINT FOR LIMITED DIVORCE
INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING CC-DR-021

H&d 0|2 &5 CC-DR-021 &4 XI&

If you do not want the court to grant you a complete dissolution (ending) of a marriage or if you do not
have grounds for an absolute divorce, but you have issues you want the court to settle, then you can ask for
a limited divorce. There are two ways you can do this: (1) obtain the services of an attorney to handle your
case; or (2) file the case yourself by using the Domestic Relations forms. After a court issues a
JUDGMENT OF LIMITED DIVORCE, you cannot remarry unless you later get an absolute divorce.
You do not need to get a limited divorce in order to get an absolute divorce later on.
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o the case is contested and your spouse has a lawyer.
o A0 =20l AL BISKHOIH HSAIF US.

e you cannot locate your spouse to serve him or her with your papers.
o HIRXS ATHE & == SO0 A ot AFE BHRAUH SEE = &

i

e you or your spouse have a house, a pension, or a large amount of property or income. Even if
itis a friendly divorce, you should talk to a lawyer before you sign any settlement papers or
file anything in court.

o Aot L= Aot BHSAIE =8, Hs, = 2 M0l 2SS ERotd US.
SSHCZ 0IF0HXN = olegXlets, &2 AF0l Aot HLE B0 SIS
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e you and your spouse do not agree on who should have custody of the children.
o Fot2 BRIt =t NHH L=sH=S S7oi0F ot=AI0 CHol =2lotAl &

0[0

e you think the court will need information that you cannot get.
o Aot & =+ gl EE2E MERI ERE & A0/ct) M24E.
WHERE TO FILE: You should file in the county in which you live, or in which the defendant lives or
works. You do not have to file in the county in which you are married, if you no longer live there.

HZEX: ot HF=otHL UIF HEF= = 22ots IH=2EI0 &l10oH0F &LICH
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There are nine (9) steps you must follow in order to file the case yourself:
AEE AAZ XF HI|IGHHY M2k 6t OFE(9) SHAHIDF USLICH
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>STEP 1 - Completion of Form CC-DR-021.
>1EH - CCDOR-021 2FAl =4,

Page 1: Fill in both your name, as plaintiff, and your spouse's hame, as defendant. Then fill in current
addresses and telephone numbers for both. If you do not have an address for the other side and have done
everything you can to find the address, call the Maryland Courts Self-Help Center (410-260-1392) to see if
resources are available in your county to help you. Do not fill in where it says “Case No."

1THIOIXI: RO M Aot 8B Z, IINZ A BHRA2 892 JIMote AL, O G2, &
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Line 1: After printing your name in the space provided, fill in the month, day and year of your
marriage. In the second blank, fill in the city or county and the state where you were married.
18: HSE S2Ho Hote 49 FAZE & AL E

ol
o oW oc o= , =2, L=

= = =
JITHOHAAIL. & B BI2H0, Z2=0E Al £= Jt2El &£ F=E JI Mot AI2L.

Line 2: Check whether you were married in a religious or a civil ceremony.
ogl: ZSH oA = M A OACRE BASJM=EA R E MASHYAIL.

Line 3: Check off all statements that apply in your case and fill in the blanks. Please refer to page 2,
line 13 for a list of grounds for Limited Divorce.

3&: A0 HEE= B= d=0 Mot BIZtE MHSEAL. HEtE 0l=0ll CHet
M= =222 2H0IK 138 S HFXotY AL

it

Line 4: If you check box for, "We have no children together....," remember to skip lines 6 through 10.
A48: 22| = AOI0l= AtEDF §SLICH...” & X0l M28CHHA, 6 H 108X E HU
FEAL,

If you check off, "My spouse and | are the parents...," write in the full names of all the children you
and your spouse have together and their dates of birth.

B2t L= 2 LICH.. "0l M2SCHH, Aot L IS A A012] 2 [tH2l 89 &
MEZUS IO AIL.

Line 5: Fill in information about any court cases which have involved either yourself, the opposing
party, or one of the children involved in this case. Provide information cases which may have been
handled by this court, or any other court both in Maryland and outside the State.

58: 7ot BtOH ALK £ = 0l A4S0 2tedE N = otLtet A= H 250 et
A2 E JIMotAAIL. O] 83 L= HEHE = 22 OHE HA0 Hels = U

st 22 MSotEAL.

Page 2:
HIOI X 2:
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Line 6: List cases concerning custody or visitation of the children where you have participated as a
party, a witness or in some other manner.

63l: FGHIt DAL, B2 £ = 0O Aoz #E0st I E=sH L= U220 CHet
A2ES SO A 2.

Line 7: List any other people who may believe they have a right to legal or physical custody or
visitation with the children.

7 HA L= AMA ds L= AEHE Y2 delJr AT M2i6t= JIE
CIES ZIHGHYAIL.

Line 8: Fill in the name of the person the children listed above live with now.
8&l: 20l st XA X2 &H H=0t= At 892 JITHGHAY AIL.

Line 9: List all other places where the children have lived for the last five (5) years. Include the time
period, place lived, person with whom they lived, and that person's current address.

9&H: XLt 2(5) @2t XtEHI HEME OE 22 E3AE JIMoIYAIL. HF=D(2H HFX,
ST HA==8 AR, T AFE 2 8 =AE ZSAIDIYAL.

Line 10: Check the box for the type of custody or visitation you want and fill in the names of the
children involved.

108: RAote d5d =22 RS MGt 2d TEHS 4HE JIMGHY AL,

Line 11: Check whether or not you are seeking alimony. If you are seeking alimony, state why.
e ASH FIANZE R+otd J=A HEE HASH AL, FINEE K+otl) UCHH,
Ol7E d=0olAIL.

Line 12: If you are asking the court to make a decision about your property, check off the kinds of
property you and your spouse have. If you or your spouse have debts, you may check the box
marked "Debts" and attach a list of the debts to this form.

128 HRA0! Aot THAH0 28 Z2ES UWelES RFED JUCHY, Aot & Bt
FACHEH, "Rt

Peet Hatel SFE MAGtH AL, Aot L= B XU TR
HAIE & XHE Mdotl 0 240 e =55 5 = UASLILL

NOTE: Normally the court cannot order one party to pay the debts of another. However, the court
may need to know what debts you have in order to determine the value of any marital property.
= gEtECoZ HAZ2 s A0 THE SALAS THEE XI=ot==E e =
ASLICH DL s 22 JIXIE Z2806t)| fof Hotot & SFME

20t0F & =% USLICH

Line 13: Check each ground for limited divorce that applies and fill in the blanks. (The list begins
on Page 2 of the form and continues on Page 3). Choosing a certain ground or grounds will not
necessarily result in a limited divorce being granted.

13&: MetA ol HEL= 2 AF=E MAot Bzt
2HIOIXIOIA AIZGHO 3 HIOIXKIO HISELICH. S8 ALS(
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o Cruelty/Excessively Vicious Conduct Against Me - If your spouse has endangered your
safety or health more than once, check this ground. However, one incident may be
enough if it was very violent and your spouse intended to harm you. The court will want
you to prove that you cannot live safely with your spouse.

o =0I0i CHEH SHCH/XILEXIAI ZOtSH 49| — I RHJF A GHS] oM L= A
e & A0l el HOl [UCHH, Ol AFRE M Aot AL, il i<
ZEMHOIU LD BHSAOF HotE oie A EUCHH e HO AHC 2 S22 £
UsSLICH HE2 Hotot B A2t eHEGHH & =~ 8leS SZotIIE
LI,

e Cruelty/Excessively Vicious Conduct Against My Children - This ground is the same
as the above ground except that your spouse is being cruel to your child(ren) instead of
you.

o XHAOH CHEF SICH/XILEXIAI 245t 2| - Ol AtR= BHSXOH Aot THal IEHE
sifsttte A 20l= R2 AR Z25LICH

O

Page 3:
HIOI Xl 3:

o Actual Desertion - If your spouse has left you with the intention of ending the marriage
and you and your spouse have not had sexual intercourse with each other since that time,
you may check this ground.

o MAHMRI -UISAIt E2= SSotdesE =2 AHotE M) Aot B At
J0IZE A22H0ll 4SS of Kl RUACHH, O ALl M ISt == JASLICH

e Constructive Desertion - If your spouse's actions have terminated the husband and wife
relationship and made it impossible for you to continue the marriage and preserve your
health, safety, and self-respect, and you have not had sexual relations with your spouse
since the alleged actions, you may check this ground.

o ZZEH S| - HiRA2 HS2Z SE Y Ot 2HH DI ERtD Aot 2elS
AEotd 22, ol HEAS K2le A0l SItsoi B 2H, &= &9 0=
i A2 A 2AHE X EACHH, 0 AAIRE MIE = USLILH

. Separation - You and your spouse have lived separate and apart. You and your spouse
live in separate homes and have not had sexual intercourse with each other. If all of these
statements are true, then you may check this ground.

o EZH - Aot BHSXIE €400 S0 &0 JASLICH Aotk iR Xt=
SOA HFotH MZ2H0 &89S otk EUASLICH 0l &t =0l 25
AL 0I2tE, Ol AR E Mg = USLICH

Under the section that begins "FOR THESE REASONS...", check off everything you want.
‘Ol AIRZ -7 2 A&GtE MENA, dote RE AS MAGHYAIL.

The court will not necessarily give you what you asked for.
HECZ A= AdIt REG=s S BEA H3E 2e LU
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Complete the affirmation at the bottom of the page, then date and sign the form.

HIOIXl of=tdll A= 2els Hdet Uhs A0 EME JIMHol ) AEotEAIL.

ro

>STEP 2 - Other Court Documents.
S2HH - J|EFEHE 2A.

In addition to this form you may also need to complete and attach to the complaint a:
O Al 2iE TSt 22 LAS HHE6tH 230 H2oH0F 2 =% USLICH

1. Property Settlement Agreement, if you have one;
1. e &2l - /US B2

2. Financial State for Alimony or Child Support, CC-DR-030 or CC-DR-031, ONLY if you are
requesting alimony or have children, but no child support order.

2. AXtE E£= XH L= CHEt THE A EH(CC-DR-030 £= CC-DR-031) -
Ao FIAMEE ot HU, AEIE JAKXICH XHE 2= BE0| e B0 eteh

>STEP 3 - Filing Fee.

>3EH - F 242,

Payment of a filing fee is generally required for filing these papers with the court. See General
Instructions (CC-DRIN).

Olefet M=E S0l MEote O
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>STEP 4 - Filing Your Forms.
>4 - A HE.

Take the completed documents to the clerk of the court. Make sure to get the case number.
Mot NEE HRAMIINA XD ZLICH AFAHSE BtEAl 20ISFAAIL.

>STEP 5 - Service.
>hE] - SE.

You will need to have the other party properly served with a copy of all the papers you are filing AND
with a Writ of Summons which is provided by the civil clerk of this court. See General Instructions
(CC-DRIN).

Hot=, LIHAI EALRIE, Aol HEcts 22 MRS A2 & = 839 BIAAS MDDt
Xﬂoo}E LAEES BN Y L5 OOt ELICH &8 & A (CC-DRIN) ’SE

>STEP 6 - Request for Default if No Answer Filed.
>6CHA - €HO0l 92 ER L0 S Z3 2.
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If your spouse is served: Your spouse should answer within:

BHS X SE€5 &2 ES: < At= Gt 20( JI&t
LHOIl & ol OoF & LICH

in Maryland 30 days after service
HEHE = s = 302
in another state 60 days after service
CHE = &2 '3 60
in another country 90 days after service
CHE =0t £€ = 90€

If your spouse has not filed an answer by the required time, file a Request for Order of Default,
CC-DR-054.

BHS A QFE AN EHME MSOHA LUCHH, T1D 28 FF M- M(CC-
DR-054)E MIZGt&AI2.

=

>STEP 7 - Request for Hearing or Proceeding.
STHH - del E= A8 & A,

After you have received an Answer or an Order of Default, file a Request for Hearing or Proceeding,
CC-DR-059, so that a court date will be set. See General Instructions (CC-DRIN).

SN EE DD 2M GYAME 2S5, MBA0| FHNEE &2l £= 45 X

O o = C L T, —_—/ o [ .

MEHM(CC-DR-059)E MEGHA AR, &BF XJE A (CC-DRIN) & =.

02

>STEP 8 - Child Support.
S8 - AtHL=HI.

If there are children of this marriage, you may have to fill outa CHILD SUPPORT GUIDELINES
WORKSHEET. Ask the clerk of the court how to get one.

Ol 220 EHOIEH XHADE QJCHE, THH Z=H| XE HAHEE A Lol
AsLICH HKAI0AH 0 A= Fols YEHE 22t AIL.
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>STEP 9 - Hearing.
SOCHH - Ael.

At the hearing for Limited Divorce, you will need a corroborative witness. This is a person who
testifies for you and backs up your story. The witness gives his/her testimony based on the facts he/she

saw or heard. An important exception is that your witness can testify to what your spouse (but not you),
told him/her.

Fots, Metd Ol=2 R AeliM &5 5010l 22
Soiot) Aotel 0I0E HEEGt= ALY ele

10

2ot S s gLt St tl2s Aot
SCl0H &2H HS SHEY = Ul A LICH

UNCONTESTED MATTER: A commonly used uncontested ground is:
=80| Sl= Mok Bt o2 ALZEl= OIS0l SleE Atse G313t 25LT
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Separation: Your witness should be someone who knows you well and has frequent contact
with you. Your witness must testify under oath that he/she knows:

SAH:Hote Sl HotgE & 210 JULH A== A== Fot= AL 0l OF & LICH.
Hotel Sele UhsS €1 US=S dAst &efiM SHo0F &LITH—

e you and your spouse;
o ot ¥ AHotel Hi At

e you are married to each other;

o S AIEOl AZ2t Z=8F B,
e you and your spouse are separated;

o HOI2t Hote ISR AIF B =S¢,

o there is no reasonable hope of your getting back together;
o SCAECZE MUY = U=, F A0 HEEe 5/L0| S,

If you and your spouse signed a separation agreement under oath (sworn) which says that
you separated "mutually and voluntarily™ as of a certain date, then your witness does not have
to know it was voluntary. Even if you have this type of separation agreement, you will still
need a witness to testify to the other requirements.

FHotet BHRXIF SE EMIH “AS2H0 Dl QYR HAHMCHD L2

A= EAH AN S (BA)SH AEHNA MBSHACHH, A5t Se12 A0l
ANLHOIU=X & ERI SISLILCH Olde RES B &2 E ek, UE
RAS SHE 520 HES| ERELICH

CONTESTED MATTER: IF YOU HAVE ANY CONTESTED MATTERS, YOU SHOULD
GET THE ASSISTANCE OF AN ATTORNEY WELL BEFORE THE COURT DATE.
CISO0| A= Ao =ZF AQH0| UCHH, THES SN H0l BSAY =SS &= A0|

ESLICH
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