GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
DOMESTIC RELATIONS AND GUARDIANSHIP FORMS
— & i BH
KERAMBF R
(Form CC-DRIN)
(F# CC-DRIN)

Use the CC-DR and CC-GN Forms if you do not have a lawyer and need to file papers for family law or
domestic relations cases. These cases include child custody or visitation, child support, divorce, alimony,
name change, contempt, and guardianship. These Instructions answer the following questions:
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WHAT HAPPENS IN COURT? ..ottt 5

FERERE ESIMBUAF ALY 5
WHAT HAPPENS AFTER COURT? ...t 6
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GLOSSARY OF COMMON LEGAL TERMS ......ccccoiiiiiiiiiieiinteeeeneeree e 7
BRBEARER 7
DO INEED A LAWYER?
REEBEEITG?

The answer is probably YES if:
ERWBERFER, R

e The case is contested and the other side (opposing party) has a lawyer.
FHHFV H—T7 ITBHEND G 7.

e You do not have an address for or cannot locate the other side to serve them with your papers.
TEBA X T I ik BTC AR BIX T5, TR SR IR TA AT

e This is a child custody case and there is a dispute about who should have custody.
R LE WA B U SR A

e This is a divorce case and either side has a house, pension / retirement account, or a large amount of
property or income.
RN RMN, THAE BT FEE/BRIKS, SF G REM 8.

e This is a divorce after a long-term marriage and / or you want alimony.
RIS B 0SB AR e TR 9t

e This is an annulment case.

e R Ty € S

NOTE: You may speak with or hire a lawyer at any time during your case. Hiring a lawyer at the last
minute is usually not grounds for a postponement of your hearing or trial date. Many lawyers may
not accept a case close to a hearing or trial date if they believe there is not enough time to prepare.
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WHAT LEGAL RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE?
H] AZRAG MR LR A B I 2

Court Clerks - Clerks cannot give legal advice, complete forms, or tell you how to complete forms, but
they can give you information about where to file your papers, the filings costs, and resources and services
that are available.

CC-DRINBLC (Rev. 10/2023) (TR 10/2023) Page 2 of 16
% 2 0, 3L 16 it



EBRAER - Bid RARRAEEEE N, SR B YR I TS A%, (EAATTRT DA VR S AR
BRI R 2 BASCRT ASRAS W L B Y5 A R 55 -

Maryland Court Help Center - The Court Help Center is staffed by lawyers who provide free help by
phone or chat. They cannot represent you in court.

Ty B 22 ke By Hh =ik e 5 Bl O e R R, A A T3 e el 3 B R FR G 9 A B . AT T AN REAE
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Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

W F—FE A, R 8:30 £l 8:00
Telephone: (410) 260-1392

BiE:  (410)260-1392

Live Chat: Accessed directly from mdcourts.gov/helpcenter

SRR : M mdcourts.gov/helpcenter B3 A

Family Law Help Centers/Family Law Help/Pro Se Assistance - Each circuit court offers information,
assistance, or referrals. Services vary by court. Court Help Center attorneys and staff cannot represent you
in court or complete forms.

FEEEH B bt/ R BEHE B /R AR B -5 8 REBE AR A5 B . SRBIE A IS5 . IRSSFh KA
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Family Services Programs - Services differ by court, and may include custody evaluators, mediators, and
more. Visit mdcourts.gov/family for information.

FKEEMRST RIS AR PE R 57, TR AR IR AL BUTAL 6. AR 5. ARERE, 1EUII

mdcourts.gov/family.

The People’s Law Library of Maryland (peoples-law.org) - This legal information and self-help website.
The website also includes links to resources for free or reduced-fee lawyer referrals.

Ty B 22 N RS- A58 (peoples-law.org) —1% /& —MEHAE B B BRI . 1200 shiad A0 475 5 2 Bl
PR M H TR TR BE B

Family Law Hotline - This Hotline is staffed by lawyers and is free to low-income callers. Hotline lawyers
give information about Maryland family law to help you understand your rights and legal options. Hotline
lawyers cannot represent you in court but can give you information about Maryland family law and may
give you the phone number of a lawyer referral service.

KEEFRIRERZAL AL, SRR 1 Gt IR (AT 50 5 B 22 MR vk (115
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Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
WPl JH—Z A, B 9:30 £ R 4:00
Telephone: 1-800-845-8550

HiE:  1-800-845-8550

Court Help Video Library - available at mdcourts.gov/videos.

V=B B B - 1] N mdcourts.gov/videos 3k75 .
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Maryland Law Help App - This is a free mobile app that includes links to self-help videos, court form
finders, access to legal help by phone or chat, public law libraries, mediation resources, and more.

Visit: mdcourts.gov/legalhelp/mobileapp

O HE =B AN B - Mt RS MR, R AR, kR ERa .
R B R IR AT B . AR IE . AR R IR S

VilAl: mdcourts.gov/legalhelp/mobileapp

WHERE SHOULD I FILE MY CASE?

BPZFEGR B 5 ?

The type of case determines where to file your case. If you are unsure about where to file, ask the court
clerk or speak with a lawyer.

FIFHIRMYE T AR S WERIEAH AW AL %, W] LU RVERE F5d Sl Sl i

e ANNULMENT: in the circuit court in the county where you live, in the county where the marriage
was performed, OR in the circuit court in the county where your spouse lives or works.

BT ARG AR ENERE, E2ATISALIE, BRI AR B B AR R S [
%5t o

e DIVORCE: in the circuit court in the county where you live OR in the circuit court in the county
where your spouse lives or works.

BE: AR R Rk B B AR S R B AR I B R BB .

e CHILD CUSTODY, VISITATION, or CHILD SUPPORT: in the circuit court in the county where
the child(ren) or either parent lives. Different rules may apply if the child(ren) currently live(s)
outside of Maryland.
TR BT LRI (T WS BHEAT— 7 A e AR (0 18 Rk e k47
IR T2 H AT EAEAE S 22 M PAAh, AT ae s AN A R

e CHANGE OF NAME: in the circuit court in the county where you live.
Haa: EEEAEREREEER

e PETITION FOR GUARDIANSHIP: in the circuit court in the county where the minor or alleged
disabled person lives or, if they are not a Maryland resident, in the county in which they are
physically present in Maryland. If you are requesting guardianship of the property, you may also file

the petition in any circuit court in the county in which the minor or alleged disabled person has
property such as a house.

MAPRCERE: 7R R B N BB B AR N a0 B B mE e, B, A 1A 2 5 5
ZMER, EATTSERR AR R B2 R W R BRI e, T DA R R e N Bl AR
FRERIE NG 5 2 550 7= 1 B R AT T & BB 4 28 FR i

e PETITION FOR PROTECTION FROM DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: in either the circuit or
District Court in any county.

FIERKERS: FEAL A E B8 a1y e B X VR -

e ANSWER (to a complaint, petition, or motion): in the court where the complaint, petition or motion
was filed.

ZERE CHr, BRSNS E) « PR IEREE IR 1R .

e REQUEST TO MODIFY or ENFORCE (by contempt filing): a court order in the same court and
under the same case number as the existing case. A request to modify reopens the initial case.

ERBREPIT CELTRIIEEINSR) « SIA RAEER AR FE— R 55 T 7R dr
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e MOTION FOR RESTORATION OF FORMER NAME: in the same court and under the same
case number as your absolute divorce case.

WRIRAZBW: SN AXT EISEIER LR, ER—REHS T

HOW MUCH WILL THIS COST?

XEHZDER?

There are filing fees for all cases except Protection from Domestic Violence cases, and a Motion for
Restoration of Former Name. You must prepay these fees before the court will open your case.

B T ORI 2 KB B ) RAT IR SR A4 BB 2 b, BT SRR B S HRil o o Jb 056 A X
LeBR ], VR P R

If you cannot afford the filing fees, ask the court to waive them at the beginning of your case by filing a
Request for Waiver of Prepaid Costs (CC-DC-089) with your initial papers. If the court grants your
request, you will not pay the fees at the time of filing and your case will move forward. If the court denies
your request, you have 10 days to pay the filing fee. If you do not pay the fees, your case will not move
forward. Contact your county’s court clerk, or visit mdcourts.gov/circuit/feeschedule for a list of filing fees
and costs.

AR AAAH AN G Y, R RTINS A B FH#R BB R (CC-DC-089) A& 41 4a S 1F
RAE R bR G R . I RIEBEHE IR IE R, ARSI AR ST, B SRR 4k
PAFZH . WA AR R, A 10 REINRSCAT G T R IEASIA B, %At
WA EIRGZ . IR EITEE ML HIE A, 505 mdcourts.gov/circuit/feeschedule
BRI 9 SA T 5

If you are granted a Waiver of Prepaid Costs, you may be required to pay court fees and costs at the end of
your case. If you can’t afford to pay the fees at the end of the case, you may ask the court to waive them at

the end of the final hearing in your case or by filing a Request for Final Waiver of Open Costs
(CC-DC-090). For information about fee waivers, visit: mdcourts.gov/legalhelp/filingfeewaivers.

UNRAEIRASTIAT B FER S, T8 AT RE TR B e B 45 R AR E SR AR A O U SR IEAE R 45 W1 TG
FISCAF R, 0] DATE AR B e R BR TR RIS R yE B bR o, R HER B A B A3 H
(CC-DC-090). HxRFHWHRNEE, 1EViN: mdcourts.gov/legalhelp/filingfeewaivers.

There is a fee if you have the Sheriff’s Office serve your papers on the opposing party (See “WHAT IS
SERVICE OF PROCESS?”). The court clerk will provide you with a fee quote. If you are granted a waiver
of prepayment of fees, this usually includes the Sheriff’s fee.

ARG ZH A F AR B FNIEIE A, MFHEN R (S AL RBEIFAA? 7 ) ik
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HOW DO I START MY CASE?
BT I BRI R ?

Review the list of court forms in the Courts link on the Maryland Judiciary website (mdcourts.gov/forms).
Choose the form, with instructions, for the kind case you want to file.

FE 5 B2 N w) AN s (mdeourts.gov/forms)  FIVE R e th B TL R RAR AR . I S HEIRT
R SAF SRS BRI AR AN UL 5

Forms are also available from the court clerk. Court clerks canneot tell you which forms to file or complete
the forms for you.

T TR D B AN IR . iEBE 0 AN RR T RS ROZIR AR RS, AN REN IS R M
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e Review the instructions carefully and complete all forms required for your case, including any
financial statements if you are seeking child support, alimony, or property distribution.
T A B L UL B RS P S I M S S B3RS, BRI 55 7 B (I RIE AR SR T &«
Terve. WEIrdeslill =73 ie) o

o Complete Civil-Domestic Case Information Report (CC-DCM-001).
HERERFBRMHEEHRE (CC-DCM-001).

e Make sure that all names and complete addresses are clearly written on each form. If it’s a new case,

the clerk will assign a case number when you file. If you are reopening a case, include the case
number on all forms. Make at least two (2) copies of all forms: One (1) set for yourself AND one (1)
for service on the person you’re filing against. If you want the clerk’s office to make copies, they may
charge a fee.
FORTETEAN A LIS I A S BT A ik A se B bl . SR IX & — B R4, $RASh 15id K o
Me— RS . WREERHE —RRM, WEEAERNE LI LR 0w . ZO0EHrE
x¥M 2 m: — Q) kA, — ) BeEBEERRPA. REREBICADAE
NEEE, R RER S A

¢ File completed and signed forms in the clerk’s office with the filing fee, or Request for Waiver of
Prepaid Costs (CC-DC-089). Do not serve a copy of the Request for Waiver on the person you are
filing against. The clerk will not docket your case until a judge decides whether to grant the fee
waiver request.
TS IF 2528 58 FR I RARE [F] F I R AT 3% FHER %1 3K (CC-DC-089) —ji2 44245 51l f 7p
N NERE GG R B AL LG G ERIFHIN . FEIRE RE & v 3 I #8 St K2 Al
T AR E R AT HEAT LS
e Once your case is docketed, the clerk’s office will issue a Writ of Summons. This may take a few
days to a week or two (2) weeks if you filed a Request for Waiver of Prepaid Costs (CC-DC-089).
After the clerk issues the Writ of Summons, the case is ready for service of process on the person you
filed against. Exception: if you are filing a Motion for Restoration of Former Name within 30 days
of your divorce judgment, a Writ of Summons is not required for service.
—HEMRTHOLE, BILEDATHRS K EAERSR . R ESR A 1 HA 9% F# gk
(CC-DC-089), XAJREFE LRSI —HEM (2) FMEIHE. £HidE KL HSRE, HeT
PABAZ ST A R VR I NBEPFIASCH 1 Blst: Inf8fE IS E 30 RARRIIKE R4
AN WAL R AL AR
NOTE: Your signature on each form is made under oath and you are stating that the information and
statements are true and correct to the best of your knowledge.

2 BAEBKRE ENERHREEFHHK, 875 XS B PRIR 5 B A0 2 TSR IER R .

WHAT IS SERVICE OF PROCESS?

A RETEYFVA LS ?

Service of Process (or “service”) means providing the person you filed against copies of the papers you filed
and the summons issued by the court. The Court Help Video Library at mdcourts.gov/reference/videolibrary
contains information about service of process.

EIRYRIASCAS (B “IRIE 7 ) R 4R A B IR A SR AL IS SR AS I SR AN B A Hh AR SR A A
mdcourts.gov/reference/videolibrary )72 Bt 35 BIAR AR T0 R & A K R 1A ST RIS B
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HOW DO I SERVE SOMEOQNE?
BUMT AT NIRTL?

Methods of Service:

IAIETT e

**IMPORTANT: You may NOT serve the other side yourself directly, or by certified mail, when
serving a Writ of Summons and an initial filing (or papers that are reopening a previous case) **

kB FEIRREMSRENIP LR (REF LR W, BAEREEREE
Xt B PAER S (R IR T

Petition for Protection from Domestic Violence or Petition for Peace Order: served by a law
enforcement official. There is no service fee for a Petition for Protection from Domestic Violence.

R B XERNKERPBEAFERES: MIVEE kil HiFR @Ry Auss
g

Service by Sheriff - For a fee (if not waived), the clerk can forward the Writ of Summons with a copy of
the filing to the Sheriff’s Office. The Sheriff will attempt service and file the required Return (Proof) of
Service with the court.

BREIRE- TR (ERARERD 08 PLRHAL R RE R SR A — e i 4aih %2
BIAE. BRERERIEL, I FER IR AT HIRIEIEY .

Service by Private Process - Forward the Writ of Summons and a copy of all the papers you filed to a
private process server. They will serve the other side and file an Affidavit (Proof) of Service with the court.
Private process companies charge a fee. Private process may also be made any person who is: 1) over 18,
and 2) not involved in the case. Give this person an Affidavit of Service (Hand Delivery/Private Process)
(CC-DR-055) to complete. You cannot complete the Affidavit, but you may file it with the court.

IS T AR IR A R ETE AL WA IRFN G S A2 1) P A7 SCAF I EIAC R e 3 NARERIRIA 51 AT TH
A — 7RIS, FFRERSE SRR EE Y GEHD o L AEEREAFSWUREH. T AMEEER
IR DB 2 DL R A AR R T: 1) 95 18 %, 2) SRR, Bt A —iEEiEHE
(B NEIE/FANFA) (CC-DR-055) , HHIAS . EAREEEUENF, (Hn] DL IR T 4510

Service by Certified Mail, Restricted Delivery — Have someone (not you) send the Writ of Summons and
a copy of all papers you filed by certified mail, return receipt with restricted delivery. Service is completed
when the person being served personally signs the certified mail return receipt card, which will be returned
to the person who mailed the papers for service. That person must complete an Affidavit of Service
(Certified Mail Restricted Delivery-Receipt Requested) (CC-DR-056). You must attach the original
return receipt card to the Affidavit of Service and file it with the court. Keep a copy of both sides of the
certified mail return receipt card.

BEESE. REPEETRRE -RHhA (MAEEA N B HS5E. REPRIE R TSR
IRAEIRZ T AR EIA . AORE N 7 AR S ERR I, BB RSB, ZB Rk
IRIB LRI IR TE AN o BRZF 2 L AUAE — (IRKE P (FESERHIB0E-Z R
(CC-DR-056). #2004 SR 4G Bl PR PR ISR W] 45 b, JFPRACERikbe . IR B4 515 B3R (1 0T
S EIF
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WHAT IF SERVICE IS NOT MADE?
R AR BRIRIAE A 732

After several unsuccessful attempts to make service of process by the Sheriff, a private process server, or by
certified mail, OR if you have been unable to find where the other side lives or works, you may file a
Motion for Alternate Service and Affidavit (CC-DR-070) with a Notice-Alternate Service
(CC-DR-072). Attach proof of your efforts. A judge will decide if you may use another form of service. If
your motion is granted, you will notify the person you filed against of your court filings by whatever
reasonable method the judge orders. There is a fee for the Sheriff to post notice for alternate service on the
sheriff’s bulletin board.

FEJWRZRHE ZE . B NMERIRIL B a5 E IR R KRG, B0 WERE TR BIXS J5 a5
TARRIITT, AT AR BAREE S WARERF (CC-DR-070) UL JEAI-BAIEE

(CC-DR-072). [ ERE%5 TR BHIUEN] o V28 K vk g 1 115l U ] FoAt e K pidak . ik gt
HERSIIEN I, ORI H BRI & B s RO VR N VR RE S . TR 2B IR ZE A5 Bk
I B AL IR B A AW

If the Sheriff posted notice of alternate service, the Sheriff’s office will file proof with the court. If the court
ordered another form of alternate service, you must file proof with the court that it was completed.

IARVE BRI T BRI IR, I8 RE IR B ARG E . I RIEB i T — B
KB RILIL, BLIFERE IR A B 5 B AR TEIIEY] o

The Maryland Judiciary’s court help video library has a helpful video and resources on service of process at
mdcourts.gov/video/selthelp/serviceofprocess.

I B 22 N R LR 32 58 8 B AR AT 2 B mdcourts.gov/video/selfhelp/serviceofprocess Wik A7 7&T-i%
YRV SC A R 53 5 .

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER SERVICE IS MADE?
RIETERE = RAEAA?
After service of process is made AND proof of service is filed with the court, the person you served may file

an Answer, a motion challenging service, jurisdiction, or other aspects of your filing. If the person resides or
was served:

— ELHEAT T ik BT TR A 2, MBI N TT RS S R I . R A
SCAFFCA BN L. 0 R NS 7 e M 3

e within Maryland, they have 30 days to file a response.
RN, MATE 30 RO TARZEL .
e in another state, they have 60 days to file a response.
TEF—AM, MATH 60 REEMIEALE S,
e in another country, they have 90 days to file a response.
ER—AEE, MATE 90 RIK MIRZEZEE .
Court-approved response forms:
TR AR R
e Answer to Complaint / Petition / Motion (CC-DR-050)
B/ R/BE R (CC-DR-050)
e Counter-Claim for Absolute Divorce (CC-DR-094) or
HIEIERIF (CC-DR-094) B
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e Counter-Claim for Custody (CC-DR-095)
B BIRYF (CC-DR-095)

If No Answer is Filed:
WRRRAEH:

If no Answer is filed by the deadline, file a Request for Order of Default (CC-DR-054). The judge will
grant the Order of Default if they are satisfied that the other person is not presently in the military and proof
of service has been filed with the court. The clerk’s office will issue a Notice of Default. The other person
has 30 days to file a written explanation about why an Answer was not filed and ask the court to vacate
(cancel) the Order of Default. If the other person does not respond to the Notice of Default, the case may
move forward without their participation.

IRAEBOE BRI ARIERZE R, MRS “SRESHHE”  (CC-DR-054). WIREH#{E X7 H AT AME
RN, IF HIRAUE Y] D3R 580, TR HEERE & . BIdE A SR HeREEM. 5—T7
FIPE 30 RNFEAE— M Phmifirs, WHIRIRZEERIERE, FFiEREbmes (DO shFE4. R
X 5 AN SR A G A R, SR AT BE A TS 5 IS DL N 4R S AT .

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
BETRERAEMNA?

After each person’s papers have been filed and served, or an Order of Default is granted, the court will
schedule your case. You may be required to attend the following, and will receive notice by mail and
possible by other means:

FESR A IR RN NSO, sliftbrte “BhiE &7 J5, GBI EAHE . S REFES ML
2B, R B B A AT A R 77 2 )

o scheduling conference: to set dates and deadlines, and possibly make referrals for services.

HREZHS W #iE HIWIABLE H ), JRER BERE L RIS

o settlement conference: to explore areas of agreement and disagreement.
FRES L PRI IE B— BRI R WL B 7 T

e hearing or trial: if you have settled your issues and just need to formalize the divorce, name
change, custody agreement, etc., you will be given a hearing. Otherwise, the case will go to trial. If
a reasonable period of time passes after the filing of an Answer or Order of Default and you have
not received notice from the court, you may file a Request for Hearing or Proceeding
(CC-DR-059).
WTELERE A RGO LM TR, R EIEUREs, o, WPRmilss, me
BEATUTIES . B, iZSRITRES B, WUIRAEIRZ B oo & 5 2l 7 — B B A e,
JEH A AR WCERERE B ST, 0] DU S W UEBR R VATH R (CC-DR-059) .

The Maryland Safe at Home Address Confidentiality Program provides a substitute address for victims
of domestic violence who have moved or are about to move to a location unknown to their abuser. It also
offers free confidential mail-forwarding for first-class mail and legal papers. Application assistants can help
you apply. Call 1-800-633-9657 ext. 3875, visit sos.maryland.gov/ACP, or email

safe.at home@maryland.gov.

Ty B 22 M 224 B SR AL AR B R D £ 0 9 S sl RIS 3 5 380 e 8 28 A T P 1B 7 P X BE 3% ) 52 5 3 4
PEE AL . B SR AL S B I DRSS WA R S5 FNE B SO e . B BN Tl 35 B i . EE0R
1-800-633-9657 #% 3875, Vil sos.maryland.gov/ACP, ok A% HL Ml 2

safe.at home@maryland.gov.
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WHAT HAPPENS IN COURT?
FEIRRE b I A 0L

At your hearing or trial, you have an opportunity to testify. Witnesses who have first-hand knowledge about
your case may also testify. You may present evidence that may be accepted by the court under the

Rules of Evidence. The person you filed against will also have a chance to present their side of the case and
offer testimony, witnesses, and evidence. Each side may cross-examine (ask questions of) the other side’s
witnesses about their testimony. In preparing for your court day, keep the following in mind:

FERIE B A, AN IR W TR RA S —FRRRIE A g EE. &
A DAL AT B AE RSN T B ik B 4 32 RS o« SRR A N A WL BRR AR TG oL, I
RANIES « UEAMNESE . X7 BIRT s 7 iE N RE I BEAT S OBIE (B o fERERIEREH IS, 16
A AT S5

e Arrive before your scheduled trial time. You must go through security and find the courtroom where
your case will be heard.

FERT A S AT B PN TA) o b ZUHE A 22 4 G 2 JF 4 B 0 SR e W BRI e

e Prepare the documents and evidence that you want to show the court. Have at least three (3) copies of
any documents you bring: one (1) for the court, one (1) for the other side, and one (1) for yourself.
The court is not required to make copies for you.

AR AR V2 g R R SCHE AR o #530 BARSCRI R = (3) MmElA: —fh (1) %k
R, — (1) @&5n—77, —r () SEEC. ERADABEEI .

e Ifyou filed the initial case and fail to appear for the hearing date, your case may be dismissed. If a
Counter-Complaint/Claim was filed and you fail to appear, the other side may still proceed and could
be granted the relief requested in their papers.

IR EVFAEAENIES HR HEYrES, WK ST AT Besa bl AR S v/ R 2
HIF AR EITIES, W5 —J7 U5 DLAKEEREAT, JF HOATRE 4R 7 Hoo A il SR g et

e Ifyou have an emergency that prevents you from appearing for your hearing, contact the court
before the hearing. However, contacting the court does not necessarily mean that your case will be

postponed.
IR IEAH B SE AR RS, IEEMESET SERKR. B, KRERIFA—ER

WRE I A E AR PR

e  Children under 18 should not be witnesses in a divorce or custody trial. However, if the court has
ordered you to bring your child(ren) to court, you must do so. If you believe your child(ren)’s
testimony is necessary, speak with a lawyer about how to present this to the court. If a parent must be
in court, and needs childcare, some courthouses provide this service. Please check the website of the
courthouse.

18% LA I LEE AN N AE S AS B R P B I P RIE . (H2, anRikRe an S 21 2VERE,
INIEFEA . RV EEZ T HNIE T D ZER, F &R AL ESE S . WERACBEA 2 H
B, HREGANREZ T, SRR IURS . 165 VAR s T VRS .

e  When the hearing or trial is complete, the magistrate or judge will make a decision. They may state
the facts, evidence, and the law that applies in their decision (or ruling) either that day or in a written
decision mailed to both sides on a later date.

WrES B H ARG, MR E SR E AR R UE . AT IE2S RIE (BERRE) PRk
SEy UEYEATIE FH A, Bm] DAEA J5 R 27 45 X077 H Tk rh RIR S S . R4 A H VA
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e You should consider consulting or hiring a lawyer to help you.

1 N A% 25 18 ) B I TR 75 B 4

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER COURT?
FEEERAES A4

What happens after a decision is made depends on whether a judge or magistrate heard your case.

AP G = R AT AR TR E BB 2 S H B TR EME.

e If your hearing was in front of a judge, they will sign a final order. You may receive the order at the
end of the hearing or by mail.
IR BRI IE S RAEVE T W ATSAT R, EERSEFREHA A G RES LN IE 2 45 RN 5L
AL MR A AL X A7 R A5

e If your hearing was in front of a magistrate, they will issue a Report and Recommendations with
findings of fact and a proposed order. A judge will review it before it becomes final. After ten (10)
days, a judge will sign the order and it will be mailed to both sides.

ARG AT IE 2 R A VA B T RTEAT IR, AR A A — e i A i, L i sei & 4h
FAB IR A o BRI L PR R, BBt irsEE. + (100 KA,
EEARREEFIRAS, IR LT 45 X007

o Ifeither party believes that the magistrate or judge made an error in applying the law in their case,
there are procedures for requesting the court to review the decisions and orders. You may file
exceptions to a magistrate’s report, or an appeal of a judge’s decision to another (higher) court.
Requests for review, exceptions, or an appeal are complex with specific requirements and strict
deadlines. Speak with a lawyer before filing any further papers.

WRAEAT — T 0 5 i B Bk B A e A T U 1R R, AT DURYEAH R AR 1 oK
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DICTIONARY
GLOSSARY OF COMMON LEGAL TERMS
T
HHEEARER
Affidavit: A written statement made under oath.

BEEH: HEREMAESEY.
Alimony: Court-ordered payments made by one (1) spouse to the other for support.

WEFR: b MM — (D) TR IS RIETR .

Annulment: A court’s decision that a marriage is void; it never legally existed. It is available only under
certain limited circumstances.

TR IEBEHIRIS TR EMNRGEAFAER . WA RS L IR B LN A e %11 .

Answer: A written response to a complaint, petition or motion.

ER: MEVF. EREEEHINBmER.

Arrears: The amount of money a person failed to pay when due. A person who does not make court-
ordered payments such as alimony or child support is “in arrears” for the amount they owe.

R —DNBIRBESAT I B — A AASANERE i ST IR, e 77 e Lo e 9k,
B4R AT AT AR AT B <

Certificate of Service: A written statement filed with the court as proof that copies of papers filed with the
court were given to the appropriate parties.

TRIKUERH: PRACEIEBE R AT A B, UEMIIR A ARV e K SCAF B AR DA 45 AR5

Child Custody: Court-ordered arrangement of who children live with and how decisions about them will be
made. There are two (2) types of custody:
LB VAR T LT AR —E, DL e TR e . 4P am (2) F

KA.

Legal Custody/Decision-making authority: Refers to how long-term decisions about children’s
education, health, religion, etc. are made.

TR BB/ PSRAL: ek T 7oA. R, SRR 5

Physical Custody/Parenting time: Refers to where children live and the amount of time they
spend with each parent.

SEFR M/ TEFRI R s Fi8 1 L A A3 R AN R A SRR S I F IS )

Child support: The amount of financial and other support each parent is responsible to provide for the care
of their minor child(ren).

TRIEFH: SR A ST BRI R EE T e R (0 e 5 M A SR K 80

Child support guidelines: Maryland’s guidelines are used to determine the appropriate amount of child
support. The guidelines formula calculates support based on the number of children in the family, additional
expenses (for example, childcare and health insurance), and the combined gross income of the adults. The
court may award child support higher or lower than the guidelines. See the Annotated Code of Maryland,
Family Law Article, Sections 12-201 through 12-204.

JLEIRFFIRET: D L2 MIAOSR- S 7 B ISR A 5 JL B PR 77 e i B 808 g 5 BRI 28 2CRR 4 S g
BrscE. BN (B, JLERE AR LU N BB TR 9t . kR A
TR E TEIC TR S E .. 20 (SR ZMEMER) , KEEFKK, # 12-201
£ 12-204 %.
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Civil (or Court) Clerk: A court employee who receives and maintains case files and issues some court
documents such as writs of summons, copies of court orders, and other notices.

RE (BERD HidR: EBTAENG, AT RS, IR — SRS, it i
AR R RE & B A AT AR IE A

Complaint: One (1) type of legal paper that starts a case. The person who files the initial case is referred to
as the plaintiff and the person against whom the complaint is made is the defendant.

VR: RSN — (1) FEESCM . SRR RA AR RS, TR AR5

Contempt: The failure to follow a court order. One (1) side may request that the court determine that the
other side is in contempt. If the court determines that a person is “in contempt,” it can punish them.

Bl AETIERGSIOTN. O (1) WAEAEREE A . B R
CHPRRE” , AT DL TS

Contested Case: A case that involves one (1) or more disputed issues.

FWERM: W l— (1) DS UK R

Counter-Complaint/Counter-Claim: A complaint the defendant files against the plaintiff after the
plaintiff’s initial complaint.

RUF/IREWE: Wl £ IS I aa 12 Jeond JR i 4 Hh R

Custody: The legal arrangements regarding with whom a child will live and how decisions about the child
will be made. Custody has two (2) parts: legal and physical. Legal custody refers to decision-making
authority. Physical custody refers to the child(ren)’s time with each parent. Parents may agree on the
custody arrangement that is in the best interest of their child(ren). If the court decides custody, the judge
determines what is in the best interest of the children and makes an order.

W KT TR LR A4 A o0 7 2o boE i k. I B mn (2) AN

73 VRE MBI SERR BT R P08 I BRI LRI BUE T L 5 8RN SCRRI I 18] 2 -
SLBET DUk 5 A5 & 2Rl (R B e RS b e i SR e B BUVE H esE , VR B A1 E TP 22
Hem A5 &7 P 2 I AF i

Decision/Judgment/Opinion/Ruling: The result reached by the court in resolving the disputes in a case.
HesE/PIPe/B I/ B VEBE R R S A PB4

Default: A party’s failure to file a timely answer to a complaint, motion or petition after proper service of
process has been made. After a certain time has passed, the plaintiff can ask the court for a default
judgment.

BRREE: — T EIRIAE UIURASC TS, KRR R, S EEREB AR Bl E,
JiR 5 AT DAL SRV e A L S ) e

Default Judgment: A court’s finding on behalf of a plaintiff because the defendant did not respond to a
complaint, motion, or petition.

SRIFEAI P e I RIS VRIR S B e A S 8] L it A A0 iR o R e

Defendant: The person the case is brought against. If a defendant files a counter-complaint/claim, they
become the counter-plaintiff.

Beh: BORIRIIN . AR SRR SR/ R, A T B R

Discovery: A process in which each party is allowed to investigate the other side’s case and get information
related to the case before a trial or hearing. Special rules determine how and when discovery occurs.
Discovery methods include:

BB AR A BSWHEZ BT, SRVFE— WA S — T RIS B A RHE BB . Rt
WPRTE 1 R A 7 A 8] A BT 0 B4
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o Interrogatories: Written questions one side gives the other side to answer under oath.
B —J7ik 5 — T B R ) A5 1 )

¢ Oral Depositions: In-person question-and-answer sessions about the facts of a case. Answers are
made under oath and recorded.
KRR OCT SRS SEM O [ R 23R4T . MIBRAETEE R T, k.

¢ Requests for Production, Inspection and Copying of Documents: Asking one (1) party to give
the other party documents related to the case.
ERHA BN Bok— (1) Jrm 5 — 7 IS R S

e Orders for mental or physical examinations: Asking a party to be examined by an expert.
MRS ARERNMS: R -TTEZ TR

o Requests for Admissions of Fact: Asking the party to admit to facts so that those facts do not have
to be decided by the court.

BRANESE: ZORGFNANFEL, XA ket
Dissolution: Another name for the legal end of a marriage.

FERS: OSHREE LRI Ty — ML

Divorce: A process for the ending of a marriage.

B SORISIHKRET -

Absolute Divorce: The legal ending of a marriage. Once granted, both parties can remarry.

YT BEIE: ISWIM ARk, — BaRE, XU #T DLFAS .

Evidence: Testimony of witnesses and documents presented to and considered by the court in making a
decision. Rules of evidence are complicated and technical, you should consider consulting or hiring a
lawyer to help you.

UEWE: R GIER T VAR EAE BRI I LA & BIE AGIE 5 A0S0 RS RN 52 2% HBEOR PR,
TR L% S SR R AT R T B

Exhibit: A document or object admitted into evidence to prove or disprove an issue in court.

UERD: (EIREE ECRANUESE ST i, T UE B BRUR B RS )

Filing: The process of giving the clerk of the court papers in a case. Those papers are also called “filings.”
Some filings require payment of a fee.

VARS: FEZRAE P LR SRS R . XSO ARy CIARS” o SR TR RS SE .

Grounds for Divorce: The legal basis for a divorce. The law sets out specific circumstances under which a
divorce may be granted. Before the court will grant a divorce, the person seeking the divorce must prove
that those conditions exist.

BRE . EOSHEERRE . REUE TR DLE T RIS R BARNE . fEVEBEHEHE OS2 AT, SR
BSUS ) — 7 W ZHIE X 28 SR AT AE

Hearing: A trial or legal proceeding during which an issue is presented to a judge or magistrate.

WriEsr: $EAC AR 12 B BAh e 53 10 i A B AR e o

Judge: A court official with the authority to hear and make decisions about a case.

EE: A BCH AR A RERE R .

Judgment: A court’s decision (the final order of the court). For example, the court will enter a Judgment of
Absolute Divorce. A judgment also refers to the grant of money such as for fees and costs, contempt fees, or
attorney fees to be paid by the other party.
Flge: BBRmE GEBERRZ L) o G, VEBERAE M 4axt B as R e, FIadiy Kot 53— 5 3¢
PRI B S BRALIERE B BT 9
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Jurisdiction: Refers to the authority of the court to hear and decide a case.

ERB ARIER & B R E A AL .

Marital Property: All property acquired during the marriage, even it is not titled in both names, with some
exceptions. See Annotated Code of Maryland, Family Law Article, Section 8-201(e) for definition and
Sections 8-203 through 8-205 for how the court treats marital property. Marital property can be divided
when spouses divorce. If spouses cannot agree, the court will decide. You should consider consulting or
hiring a lawyer.

WEHRA T  ASHRAF S R SRAF R T W 7 (RIS BCANERUT 4 ), WA HISN. S 6 (GHE
SR IERE) KEEVE SRR 8-201(e) W AE XL 8-203 Z 8-205 5 rh 13k e anfe Ab 2
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Family Use Personal Property: Personal property acquired during the marriage and used for family
purposes (e.g., family car, family home, furniture, appliances, etc.).

KERAN NG (EMS YIRS I T RERBERN A (. FERE . ZEERT. X
Ho ZFAH&E .

Use and Possession: Under certain circumstances the court may grant use and possession to the parent who
has primary custody of the minor child(ren) of the marriage, allowing that parent and the child(ren) to live
in the family home and/or use family property for up to three (3) years from the date of the divorce.

R GE: ERERHRT, BT R3S 1 R AR B 7 2 i) 32 2 I 5P B S B A A
HEB, RVFZEMFLERGHE= ) FNEEERESE BN/ B0 HKET ™.

Family Magistrate: A court official who hears cases. A magistrate’s decision is reviewed by a judge before
it is final.

FEEE: HHEMMERE R MR E RERE SO R &I AT 2R E N H A .
Mediation: A process in which the parties meet with a trained, neutral third-party (a mediator) who helps

them resolve issues and reach an agreement. With some exceptions, most courts refer parties in family law
cases involving children, to mediation.

W XU SIIGAROTPALE =77 GEMND SR, 1288 =757 3 B A T o il 7804 R ol
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Modification: A change to an existing order. A party asking the court for a modification must show that
there has been a “material change in circumstance” since the date of the existing order.

B XSTIUA A A B TE . 1 SRIEBEAE ) — 5 W AIE B B I i A AT H DURAFELE “SE AR AL
HITEIL”
Motion: A request during a case for the court to take certain action in a case.

B RSP RIE R BOE AT R EK

Non-Marital property: Property acquired before marriage by one spouse, third-person gifts to one spouse,
and inheritances made to one spouse. Non-marital property will not be divided by the court unless the
spouses agree, or the property has been commingled with marital property.

LB T=: FCAR — 7 S RO SRAF IO S = NS SO — 5 I 7 DL B kAR 25 TCAR — J7 (1 7
FRAFBCABXUT [, s ARSI 7 O S USRI PR &, R A 22 20 B AR A5 A I 7 .

Oath: A promise to tell the truth subject to criminal penalties for lying. Oaths can be oral (for example,
made in court while testifying or during a deposition) or written (for example, by signing a form or an
affidavit).
HE: RUEAISERRIR,  Anc A mim R A0 50 2R i . S8 w] DL H SR (lan,  FERREVRIE
(] B AE RS DR A A D s (Bildn, B RBEEE D
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Order: A written directive to the parties based on a ruling/decision of the court about the issues stated in a
complaint, petition, motion, or other matter; a command that one or both parties must follow.

s BT ERBER. IR B EG T /v B E R R s A — BN
ZIBL (TR

Order of Default: A court’s order allowing a party’s case to proceed without the participation of the other
party, who failed to file a timely Answer after proper service of process was made.

BFEL ﬁ&ﬁ%ﬁﬁ FVF— T HFEANNREME D T ZFEARS SN R8T, DR — 75
FHNAEIZIBE A URR S A R KR Z BEIR

Parties: The two (2) sides in a case; the plaintiff and the defendant. There may be more than one (1)
plaintiff and defendant named in a case.

LA BT () T RS —ARETPERE — (1) AU ERE SRR

Pendente Lite: Temporary arrangements for child custody, child support, child visitation, alimony, use and
possession of the family home/property, etc. until a final hearing or trial in a case.

VPR : RS mA s 20T, ARJLELFFR. TRWEFR. SRR ISR, REEs
/0 7 A PR o AT S FR i e 2

Petition: One (1) type of legal paper that starts a case. The person who files the case is the petitioner. The
person who is served is the respondent. For example, a Petition for Protection from Domestic Violence or a
Petition for Contempt.

BREH: HIREN— (1) Mykaesct. EFRAMAZIERN. $uEERm AL EFRAN. 4
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Plaintiff: The person who files the initial case. If a counter-complaint/claim is filed by the opposing party,
the plaintiff also becomes the “counter-defendant.”

B mYHREIFARI N IR TR MR IR/ R, S oy “ Ryl .

Pro se/Self-Represented Litigant/Proper Person: A person who represents themselves in court without a
lawyer.

BB/ B RBPRIFAN/EINGE: BARIELE FARE SN

Reconciliation: Married but separated people getting back together.
M CSESEIANES T

Service of Process (or “Service”) Providing a copy of the papers being filed to the other side.

RIERASH (BR “RBIE” ) = [0 57— JF R AR A S R A

Spouse: The person to whom you are married.

Eoff: SIS

Subpoena: A form issued by the court requiring someone to appear in court and/or to provide documents.

FeBR: RPN BRI/ e (SO (1 — Fh e

Uncontested Divorce Case: When neither spouse disagrees with the divorce and there are no issues for the
court to decide about children, money or property.

TFPEIBRM: AEHBTEA RS LS, FARRA R T Sl ™ i v 5 ZEE R

Venue: The county or city where the case is heard.

C-E21h: LR SEIDRE I

Writ of Summons: A form issued by the court directing a party to respond to a complaint, motion or

petition.
FERAIR: VERTR RS — 7R B EE R AR BRI A
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