GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
DOMESTIC RELATIONS AND GUARDIANSHIP FORMS
Uk 2
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(Form CC-DRIN)
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Use the CC-DR and CC-GN Forms if you do not have a lawyer and need to file papers for family law or
domestic relations cases. These cases include child custody or visitation, child support, divorce, alimony,
name change, contempt, and guardianship. These Instructions answer the following questions:
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GLOSSARY OF COMMON LEGAL TERMS .....coooiiiiiiiiiieceeececeeeeee 7
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DO INEED A LAWYER?
WEALE A3l oF shha?

The answer is probably YES if:
chgoll sehs 45 Aok gich

e The case is contested and the other side (opposing party) has a lawyer.
Aol thE ] oA 7F 9l thE A ) o] WEALE A BFH U

e  You do not have an address for or cannot locate the other side to serve them with your papers.
ATE A Sk RlolA, duibgel T8 2 ) A A o
gl

e This is a child custody case and there is a dispute about who should have custody.
A A Aol U FEEE 7HE AIA el ik £ 0] dssyd

e This is a divorce case and either side has a house, pension / retirement account, or a large amount of
property or income.

o] & Ablel™ & Hol T, AF/2FH Aw e
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e This is a divorce after a long-term marriage and / or you want alimony.
QR A AT AY ¥, e AALRE Yok o] & AR Y TH
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e This is an annulment case.
22 AT,

NOTE: You may speak with or hire a lawyer at any time during your case. Hiring a lawyer at the last
minute is usually not grounds for a postponement of your hearing or trial date. Many lawyers may
not accept a case close to a hearing or trial date if they believe there is not enough time to prepare.
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WHAT LEGAL RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE?
88 5 Qe WA Aol Folo] QLks?

Court Clerks - Clerks cannot give legal advice, complete forms, or tell you how to complete forms, but
they can give you information about where to file your papers, the filings costs, and resources and services
that are available.
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Maryland Court Help Center - The Court Help Center is staffed by lawyers who provide free help by
phone or chat. They cannot represent you in court.
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Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

£GNTE 92U~ 24 84 WH- 0 F 84
Telephone: (410) 260-1392

AsPH 3 (410) 260-1392

Live Chat: Accessed directly from mdcourts.gov/helpcenter
glo] B. Al §: mdcourts.gov/helpcenter o] A 217 KA A

Family Law Help Centers/Family Law Help/Pro Se Assistance - Each circuit court offers information,
assistance, or referrals. Services vary by court. Court Help Center attorneys and staff cannot represent you
in court or complete forms.
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Family Services Programs - Services differ by court, and may include custody evaluators, mediators, and
more. Visit mdcourts.gov/family for information.
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The People’s Law Library of Maryland (peoples-law.org) - This legal information and self-help website.
The website also includes links to resources for free or reduced-fee lawyer referrals.
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Family Law Hotline - This Hotline is staffed by lawyers and is free to low-income callers. Hotline lawyers
give information about Maryland family law to help you understand your rights and legal options. Hotline
lawyers cannot represent you in court but can give you information about Maryland family law and may
give you the phone number of a lawyer referral service.
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Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
@A dad~=8Yd, o4 9A] RE~2 5 44
Telephone: 1-800-845-8550

AN F: 1-800-845-8550

Court Help Video Library - available at mdcourts.gov/videos.
HY A Y TG4 2ol B3 2] - mdeourts.gov/videos ol 4] A& = 2l HF YT

Maryland Law Help App - This is a free mobile app that includes links to self-help videos, court form

finders, access to legal help by phone or chat, public law libraries, mediation resources, and more.

Visit: mdcourts.gov/legalhelp/mobileapp
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WHERE SHOULD I FILE MY CASE?

AR L ojf ol A7) oF shta?

The type of case determines where to file your case. If you are unsure about where to file, ask the court

clerk or speak with a lawyer.

AR Fr ol whet AR S Al 7T sl oF st Sto] AARH YW AP S AV S Ravhd

A 71N A Zol BAY AL} FEsi Al 2.

e ANNULMENT: in the circuit court in the county where you live, in the county where the marriage

was performed, OR in the circuit court in the county where your spouse lives or works.
Ad: As AT e AL EE AEAES W JLeE e 2EE el W47t
AFeAY 2Rem A AHeE el w5 M el AR A ok Fu.

o

e DIVORCE: in the circuit court in the county where you live OR in the circuit court in the county
where your spouse lives or works.
o E: F5h7} AT Qi AL E|S] g Pelnt vl A AFSAY 2R3 Y
7heEl o] 3ol AP & A7 &l oF gyt

e CHILD CUSTODY, VISITATION, or CHILD SUPPORT: in the circuit court in the county where
the child(ren) or either parent lives. Different rules may apply if the child(ren) currently live(s)
outside of Maryland.

G5, BE B A A A B 3% FRVF A58k 9l TheE o =3
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e CHANGE OF NAME: in the circuit court in the county where you live.
AT FAst7E AFstal = T o] 3 ol AbdS A7 s oF gyt

e PETITION FOR GUARDIANSHIP: in the circuit court in the county where the minor or alleged
disabled person lives or, if they are not a Maryland resident, in the county in which they are
physically present in Maryland. If you are requesting guardianship of the property, you may also file
the petition in any circuit court in the county in which the minor or alleged disabled person has
property such as a house.
FAA AL v A} EE ol & 712 Aol AFSE AHE EE TF] P A=TY
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¢ PETITION FOR PROTECTION FROM DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: in either the circuit or
District Court in any county.
NREGo2BY BES] AT FY: AHLE ) £ wE g o] e
A 718 oF S,

o ANSWER (to a complaint, petition, or motion): in the court where the complaint, petition or motion
was filed.
(AT, FY T A g naY, Y e NS AV e 3y
AR A 7T oF o

e REQUEST TO MODIFY or ENFORCE (by contempt filing): a court order in the same court and
under the same case number as the existing case. A request to modify reopens the initial case.
74 e AW 84 8 BE A7l web: 59 el wa gaieln /1E Al
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e MOTION FOR RESTORATION OF FORMER NAME: in the same court and under the same
case number as your absolute divorce case.
ol o]FLoE HAG] AT AY: & o] & AR LT AR IE TAT Wl
A3 g,

HOW MUCH WILL THIS COST?

H &2 duhit =414g?

There are filing fees for all cases except Protection from Domestic Violence cases, and a Motion for
Restoration of Former Name. You must prepay these fees before the court will open your case.
HEHorREs nE R ol o] g oz Ralsly] 9@ AHL ALY WE Aol vistol
AA Rk SaE U Mol AL AN S Aol Y FrnE Adaek gt

If you cannot afford the filing fees, ask the court to waive them at the beginning of your case by filing a
Request for Waiver of Prepaid Costs (CC-DC-089) with your initial papers. If the court grants your
request, you will not pay the fees at the time of filing and your case will move forward. If the court denies
your request, you have 10 days to pay the filing fee. If you do not pay the fees, your case will not move
forward. Contact your county’s court clerk, or visit mdcourts.gov/circuit/feeschedule for a list of filing fees

and costs.

WA SRS ARD o f7) glohe 27] AFs 3 A8 G BA AN (FH CC-DC-089)
2 A Estel A A Aol B elel 5w WS A L. HAo] 9L wo} Solw
WA A F5RE ARFA b Abde] AR Mol 832 A 102 o] 13
TR RSOk P SR E e gronl, Aol A GFUT A4 F4E
53 0] 82 7hE o] Y A 7)ol Al 2] 84 Y mdcourts.gov/circuit/feeschedule <
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If you are granted a Waiver of Prepaid Costs, you may be required to pay court fees and costs at the end of
your case. If you can’t afford to pay the fees at the end of the case, you may ask the court to waive them at
the end of the final hearing in your case or by filing a Request for Final Waiver of Open Costs
(CC-DC-090). For information about fee waivers, visit: mdcourts.gov/legalhelp/filingfeewaivers.
ARG HAZ FAE A9 NS FAF F U oL L ES ART AL 2P

T AFUT AR S T8 Folle vl &5 A= of77F lvkd, Abd Y] HF AlelE vk o
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(CC-DC-090). =5 WA gk AA g &2 Wt Ao EE ‘%% S Al L
mdcourts.gov/legalhelp/filingfeewaivers.

There is a fee if you have the Sheriff’s Office serve your papers on the opposing party (See “WHAT IS
SERVICE OF PROCESS?”). The court clerk will provide you with a fee quote. If you are granted a waiver
of prepayment of fees, this usually includes the Sheriff’s fee.
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HOW DO I START MY CASE?
AALE o EA AFT T LR
Review the list of court forms in the Courts link on the Maryland Judiciary website (mdcourts.gov/forms).

Choose the form, with instructions, for the kind case you want to file.
HH A= APF R iAol ES] Yl a5 Fal Y A 555 HAESAA
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Forms are also available from the court clerk. Court clerks cannot tell you which forms to file or complete
the forms for you.

M A ZE e 0e SR AU U A7 ofd FA e A sebn wan
Aske A3 P AT 2 qEITh

e Review the instructions carefully and complete all forms required for your case, including any
financial statements if you are seeking child support, alimony, or property distribution.
A A9, GAR ET AL RE Qe A, ARAEE LIl AL FI7

[
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e Complete Civil-Domestic Case Information Report (CC-DCM-001).
7} A A X B 3A] (CC-DCM-001) £ 2HA &),

e Make sure that all names and complete addresses are clearly written on each form. If it’s a new case,
the clerk will assign a case number when you file. If you are reopening a case, include the case
number on all forms. Make at least two (2) copies of all forms: One (1) set for yourself AND one (1)
for service on the person you’re filing against. If you want the clerk’s office to make copies, they may
charge a fee.
= olg 3 AA F4E 7F &2lol gt A 71 L A AR B9, M A=
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e File completed and signed forms in the clerk’s office with the filing fee, or Request for Waiver of
Prepaid Costs (CC-DC-089). Do not serve a copy of the Request for Waiver on the person you are
filing against. The clerk will not docket your case until a judge decides whether to grant the fee
waiver request.

AR R B e HE d1A 24 (CC-DC-089) o 97 2Hd & ehaskar A3k
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e Once your case is docketed, the clerk’s office will issue a Writ of Summons. This may take a few
days to a week or two (2) weeks if you filed a Request for Waiver of Prepaid Costs (CC-DC-089).
After the clerk issues the Writ of Summons, the case is ready for service of process on the person you
filed against. Exception: if you are filing a Motion for Restoration of Former Name within 30 days
of your divorce judgment, a Writ of Summons is not required for service.

Abdol 71EWH A7) AT S A% QS et 23 deol = AE HE A
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NOTE: Your signature on each form is made under oath and you are stating that the information and
statements are true and correct to the best of your knowledge.
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WHAT IS SERVICE OF PROCESS?

P SDolF FA7R?

Service of Process (or “service”) means providing the person you filed against copies of the papers you filed
and the summons issued by the court. The Court Help Video Library at mdcourts.gov/reference/videolibrary
contains information about service of process.

D EE (e "FE") ol A5t AES AT AFE Ho] wag ASGS ATS
A 718k Aol Al A Esh= A Ytk mdeourts.gov/reference/videolibrary 2] W XY T F A+

ghoju ol FF Sl ek AAT HE& & F AFHHh
HOW DO I SERVE SOMEONE?
O Al A oEA 98 5 A7

Methods of Service:
g 9.

**IMPORTANT: You may NOT serve the other side yourself directly, or by certified mail, when
serving a Writ of Summons and an initial filing (or papers that are reopening a previous case) **
wF 9 AL A8 9% 2 27] AR (EE o)A AAE thAl ANSE AR) & 528 1
BALAA AH B METHFHS 58 $28 + sy

Petition for Protection from Domestic Violence or Petition for Peace Order: served by a law
enforcement official. There is no service fee for a Petition for Protection from Domestic Violence.
ZMREZH o2 RE B3] A% FUX = 33 B8 Fdi: FEdo] Sy
7HEE o2 Y By 918 A ol= 9 s FHEA U

Service by Sheriff - For a fee (if not waived), the clerk can forward the Writ of Summons with a copy of
the filing to the Sheriff’s Office. The Sheriff will attempt service and file the required Return (Proof) of
Service with the court.

HA#] oF $E: FrRE W2 § (WAHA &2 45) A7 AlE ARLS 238k 4%
G4 notyhde] AL 5 YUk HARe FUS AR F 53 UEF (FYA) &
ol A=yt

Service by Private Process - Forward the Writ of Summons and a copy of all the papers you filed to a
private process server. They will serve the other side and file an Affidavit (Proof) of Service with the court.
Private process companies charge a fee. Private process may also be made any person who is: 1) over 18,
and 2) not involved in the case. Give this person an Affidavit of Service (Hand Delivery/Private Process)
(CC-DR-055) to complete. You cannot complete the Affidavit, but you may file it with the court.

M G $D AR} - 23 G} AET BE A7 AHES A G SElolA dady o
SIS Aol Al St 2 A (FBA)E HAdd A=dHT 7HQ1 $2 A
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Service by Certified Mail, Restricted Delivery — Have someone (not you) send the Writ of Summons and
a copy of all papers you filed by certified mail, return receipt with restricted delivery. Service is completed
when the person being served personally signs the certified mail return receipt card, which will be returned
to the person who mailed the papers for service. That person must complete an Affidavit of Service
(Certified Mail Restricted Delivery-Receipt Requested) (CC-DR-056). You must attach the original
return receipt card to the Affidavit of Service and file it with the court. Keep a copy of both sides of the
certified mail return receipt card.
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WHAT IF SERVICE IS NOT MADE?
+2HA] od g A FoF ra?

After several unsuccessful attempts to make service of process by the Sheriff, a private process server, or by
certified mail, OR if you have been unable to find where the other side lives or works, you may file a
Motion for Alternate Service and Affidavit (CC-DR-070) with a Notice-Alternate Service
(CC-DR-072). Attach proof of your efforts. A judge will decide if you may use another form of service. If
your motion is granted, you will notify the person you filed against of your court filings by whatever
reasonable method the judge orders. There is a fee for the Sheriff to post notice for alternate service on the
sheriff’s bulletin board.
Wokgh N9l R 99, w S EES RS Fo 9HS 5
A3 75, = Aol AFe A vk, A $2 54
(CC-DR-072) & *¥3tsto] tiA] € 2 3 S IAE AL T 3
T g o FHAE AL, WA thE S JEHE AR of sheA] o &

H

SEet7] flal of 2] H A=A

[e) =
AUTh Aol SAH W, WAL el @ e e Al

-1 e}
Aol BA T AU wek 34 AL Ea A
Wk $5 57} Fahg e,

If the Sheriff posted notice of alternate service, the Sheriff’s office will file proof with the court. If the court
ordered another form of alternate service, you must file proof with the court that it was completed.
Hebko] thA| 9 SA LS A SHH, Hekvke: Hedo| SHAE A=dyu. Hdo] v
Ao oA $2E WAT 9, 16 $2L FRF T Pge] TS AZeoF FUh,

N

The Maryland Judiciary’s court help video library has a helpful video and resources on service of process at
mdcourts.gov/video/selfhelp/serviceofprocess.

mdcourts.gov/video/selfhelp/serviceofprocess ©l| 1= W H WA= APHE- HLI X 594
glol B oA % ol gt /83 G ARE S F A5y

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER SERVICE IS MADE?
T2 & ofEA JPYH |7
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After service of process is made AND proof of service is filed with the court, the person you served may file
an Answer, a motion challenging service, jurisdiction, or other aspects of your filing. If the person resides or

was served:
G Feo] guH aga FE FTHAE WY AZFstH, 4 ddo]l §RA, S
o] & A 10} A, B B A= *}7401] 3k 7| e =S A= 5 Jd5Uh

AU AFA EE FBAT} e g A5

e within Maryland, they have 30 days to file a response.
HlH A= AFE A5, 30 ool FHAE A=soF dunt
¢ in another state, they have 60 days to file a response.
< 7ol A5 49, 604 ool FHAE Al EsfoF Ft
e in another country, they have 90 days to file a response.
g 7hEHel AFE A5, 904 oWl HHAE AlEsoF it

Court-approved response forms:
HE S FHA &2
e Answer to Complaint / Petition / Motion (CC-DR-050)
A/ DA /AR A g FH(CC-DR-050)
¢ Counter-Claim for Absolute Divorce (CC-DR-094) or
2HA o] & i3t HEA(CC-DR-094) ==
¢ Counter-Claim for Custody (CC-DR-095)
F&Aol gigt ¥ (CC-DR-095)

If No Answer is Filed:
olF-d GHlo] AEHA && BF

If no Answer is filed by the deadline, file a Request for Order of Default (CC-DR-054). The judge will
grant the Order of Default if they are satisfied that the other person is not presently in the military and proof
of service has been filed with the court. The clerk’s office will issue a Notice of Default. The other person
has 30 days to file a written explanation about why an Answer was not filed and ask the court to vacate
(cancel) the Order of Default. If the other person does not respond to the Notice of Default, the case may
move forward without their participation.

718 7kA] o} H-e o] AEEH A ZS AG-, AF-Eol3) ¥E Q9 AHA (CC-DR-054) =
A= ”ﬂ%‘:‘*ol wrfoll ekA] dal glow $E S 7 Wl Al d5-oF 2ol
Z0e WSeE A5, Wb TRl HH e ST AYUT A7 ARFA S AFE Y
SATS LU A2 30 ool §HAE A EsHA] &2 ool tig A AAME
Aseta Heol Af-Eoldl HRs FHetd A= 2 M%HD} ool A F-Eol
Al SHHA B g, digel o] glo] ARl AdE = EF YT

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
EEECE L ECERLY

After each person’s papers have been filed and served, or an Order of Default is granted, the court will
schedule your case. You may be required to attend the following, and will receive notice by mail and
possible by other means:

2} ALt AR AE D SE AL A TR B o] o8 F el A AFL
ot €6 20 eialok 41 S0 A AT} ke s A WA el

o scheduling conference: to set dates and deadlines, and possibly make referrals for services.
A A 39 71§ FotaL 7be s A AE FH g
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e settlement conference: to explore areas of agreement and disagreement.
o] 39 §Ho] B ZdA] Fobs AR Y UL

¢ hearing or trial: if you have settled your issues and just need to formalize the divorce, name
change, custody agreement, etc., you will be given a hearing. Otherwise, the case will go to trial. If
a reasonable period of time passes after the filing of an Answer or Order of Default and you have
not received notice from the court, you may file a Request for Hearing or Proceeding
(CC-DR-059).
A2 B A 2AG Ha) FOIBO ©A o] £2 T stet
FHAL T soF Bk, A E Qs Puiek. %
Aoz YT HHA e fFEold HHES A=
Heowiy $AE w4 v, AE Ex HA A} 234 (CC-DR-059)
E AT T U5

The Maryland Safe at Home Address Confidentiality Program provides a substitute address for victims
of domestic violence who have moved or are about to move to a location unknown to their abuser. It also
offers free confidential mail-forwarding for first-class mail and legal papers. Application assistants can help
you apply. Call 1-800-633-9657 ext. 3875, visit sos.maryland.gov/ACP, or email safe.at
home@maryland.gov.

HBA=F 2 F4 718 {4 bd Z2IF L ool Al A A g2 SIA R oA A
oA el AAEY HAAE @ A FAE ATTUG =3 A1E SH L HE AR
dste] 7] $HS FRE APk Y E9E A5 AHFES B2 5 A5
Call 1-800-633-9657% 1.3} 3875 0.2 7 3}3} A1}, sos.maryland.gov/ACP & ¥ E-3} A L,
safe.at home@maryland.gov = o] ¥ LS HUFHA] L.,

WHAT HAPPENS IN COURT?
HA A= ol Yol dojthr}a?

At your hearing or trial, you have an opportunity to testify. Witnesses who have first-hand knowledge about
your case may also testify. You may present evidence that may be accepted by the court under the Rules of
Evidence. The person you filed against will also have a chance to present their side of the case and offer
testimony, witnesses, and evidence. Each side may cross-examine (ask questions of) the other side’s
witnesses about their testimony. In preparing for your court day, keep the following in mind:

el e A Ao SAD 712 7F dFU T AR Hlal] A S 3 SRl SdE
AU A T wet o] 5 5 = SAE AN F dsUh 2% dud
ARl HiRE 150 WS AlA sk aL Sdstal SR SAE AET F AsU 4 AR
el Zelo] & Folo] Uld vkl AE(AR) T 5 AFUh P ARE F

Aol FAA L

o M

o

e Arrive before your scheduled trial time. You must go through security and find the courtroom where
your case will be heard.
A Ad AR oAl =AF U Bt AAFE S astal Abd e A2 E X
gtofo} Fiu),
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e W e
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e Prepare the documents and evidence that you want to show the court. Have at least three (3) copies of
any documents you bring: one (1) for the court, one (1) for the other side, and one (1) for yourself.
The court is not required to make copies for you.

ol A AsaL A2 Aot S5 EHlgE Y WD) e W g, 3 (D B
U A g (1) F A0S 918l Fol= Al3) 7o) AR S XYY A2 AsHE A%
RS 208 S

e Ifyou filed the initial case and fail to appear for the hearing date, your case may be dismissed. If a
Counter-Complaint/Claim was filed and you fail to appear, the other side may still proceed and could
be granted the relief requested in their papers.

A ARdE A7skaL Al doell FFekA] e Abzlo] 7]k
w7 A7 H 3 AT BEeA o, grgo] 25 119
84E FAF ] SE 5 AFHL

e Ifyou have an emergency that prevents you from appearing for your hearing, contact the court
before the hearing. However, contacting the court does not necessarily mean that your case will be
postponed.

A 58 5 (e e o] A A, Aeld doll Hdd A=Al Q. shA| vt
ol AZgithaL o = k=A] Abd o] A7) E = AL obdY D}.

sirich gl of g
of 15 8] MRl A

9% 4

e  Children under 18 should not be witnesses in a divorce or custody trial. However, if the court has
ordered you to bring your child(ren) to court, you must do so. If you believe your child(ren)’s
testimony is necessary, speak with a lawyer about how to present this to the court. If a parent must be
in court, and needs childcare, some courthouses provide this service. Please check the website of the
courthouse.

184 o]stol] of&2 o] & HE= F5d XHJMW S lo] E = syt shAH, wiglo]
L o]

AUE Yool d2a eeta FEE 49, d2a ehep Gtk Aie] o] Fasitha
A7V Rl oA oW AN ok BH=A W B AR} AEEIAl 2. 3 H-7 7k WKl
ZFalo ohan Eolrh Bad 4%, AN PUe Leld Auas AFFY Y g

YAl EE F2FA L

e  When the hearing or trial is complete, the magistrate or judge will make a decision. They may state
the facts, evidence, and the law that applies in their decision (or ruling) either that day or in a written
decision mailed to both sides on a later date.

o) kAol hRE A4, AQAL L WA AL N AYY L Y A w
AF Axpo] Fo] $HOR AFEL Wshel WA(EE AR)ol Hg = A, 27,
HES WA o dsUH

e You should consider consulting or hiring a lawyer to help you.
A Qe uy] g8 WEAbek Aeel A M EAL 8-S sk gk,

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER COURT?

A o] F oA NPHEQ?

What happens after a decision is made depends on whether a judge or magistrate heard your case.
ARl WY & P u = B2 BAF e XA AR S Al g sk of Fhof] nhet
gyt
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e If your hearing was in front of a judge, they will sign a final order. You may receive the order at the
end of the hearing or by mail.
AP 7F AR bl A 3w Atk A S W E Aol M AU A s vHE o
EE SR YHES £ 5 sy

e If your hearing was in front of a magistrate, they will issue a Report and Recommendations with
findings of fact and a proposed order. A judge will review it before it becomes final. After ten (10)
days, a judge will sign the order and it will be mailed to both sides.
AR A QFgEAE QoA AR E A5, Aol e Rt At BES EFE B g
WA AFEE BT FAE H T 2A ol ol HESYT A (10 ) 4 o] 5o,
WA PR AW FEoE ¢ wHHU

e [feither party believes that the magistrate or judge made an error in applying the law in their case,

there are procedures for requesting the court to review the decisions and orders. You may file
exceptions to a magistrate’s report, or an appeal of a judge’s decision to another (higher) court.
Requests for review, exceptions, or an appeal are complex with specific requirements and strict
deadlines. Speak with a lawyer before filing any further papers.
RS S ALR e A% 42 92S 2s 0 9 £} 9o
B2rahe 4%, Weel 24 % 3RS dEHES 2 st dap mw} e
el lODH} B 149 011 9] E= FAF A e 194 = Xﬂ 71e 4= sy "‘E]
04194 EEolYAY] 232 54 233 944% 718 7} Ao HRAYH. F7}

AFE A2 Aol WEALsh APAIA
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DICTIONARY
GLOSSARY OF COMMON LEGAL TERMS
NES
A HE g1
Affidavit: A written statement made under oath.
AX DA dA stell 24 E A H XA,

Alimony: Court-ordered payments made by one (1) spouse to the other for support.
ARFR: A9 w7 98] (1) W) ul gt gl Al 2 7ehe Hee) Fi e,

Annulment: A court’s decision that a marriage is void; it never legally existed. It is available only under
certain limited circumstances.

Fa: Aol Faola Ao EA5HA] Gtk Mo A4 SAT AT Aol At
&-8g Ut

Answer: A written response to a complaint, petition or motion.

S A AT e A e A S

Arrears: The amount of money a person failed to pay when due. A person who does not make court-
ordered payments such as alimony or child support is “in arrears” for the amount they owe.

AAF: oWl Aol /|FS Ak ARG R T, 4R EE AT A9} 2L W 3
TG AR B AFe TFe] ARE 42 FAS "AA" S Y A4

Certificate of Service: A written statement filed with the court as proof that copies of papers filed with the
court were given to the appropriate parties.

2 FBA: Hdol AEE M HARLo] AAg FAA A AEE =& S8 8] 98l
Hol A&t AW WA,

Child Custody: Court-ordered arrangement of who children live with and how decisions about them will be
made. There are two (2) types of custody:

A FEA: F7F A S oA Ao, Aol vigk AAS o g A E ADA ] g il W ol
e el F(©2) 7HA FE el ol sy

Legal Custody/Decision-making authority: Refers to how long-term decisions about children’s
education, health, religion, etc. are made.

WA F5dE/AAAE: Ao uS, 1A, Tl sol o
of eyt

Physical Custody/Parenting time: Refers to where children live and the amount of time they
spend with each parent.

293 FEA/Fok AZE AL AFFE Fhsh Ar} 24 REs nyE A0S
o] gy o,

e

0|

2]—7]7<40] 74 2 o wg];: uh?_ljp_

o 1w 2o &2 [ =

Child support: The amount of financial and other support each parent is responsible to provide for the care
of their minor child(ren).

A A Y 2F BRI updd AHE FEEtr] e S Aok sk 54 e 71E A 4.
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Child support guidelines: Maryland’s guidelines are used to determine the appropriate amount of child
support. The guidelines formula calculates support based on the number of children in the family, additional
expenses (for example, childcare and health insurance), and the combined gross income of the adults. The
court may award child support higher or lower than the guidelines. See the Annotated Code of Maryland,
Family Law Article, Sections 12-201 through 12-204.

A1 A 7rel =gl Ad 3 A A dawS AAstr] flete] Ml A=Fe] To| el S

AL FU T Fhol Eekel B4 7 o] A Q195 F7b w1 g (el ol 717 1.3), Fae]
A% F £5A2 WoE AUFL ARFU PAL sho] =2l o Folut o]she] Folg
AU ANFOoE A F UGk MPAS Fo) FA ged 2, AH 12-201 ~ 12-204 2
LR

Civil (or Court) Clerk: A court employee who receives and maintains case files and issues some court
documents such as writs of summons, copies of court orders, and other notices.

HAL (B 1) A7 A RS R 2 Adsta, 28 93, Wl gEw AR, 71E
EAEN Fe Y AR BaAsE 4 A9,

Complaint: One (1) type of legal paper that starts a case. The person who files the initial case is referred to
as the plaintiff and the person against whom the complaint is made is the defendant.

T2 AL AT WA AT F D A §8. 27 A AZIshE e daea
Rem mage] Aqus e S

Contempt: The failure to follow a court order. One (1) side may request that the court determine that the
other side is in contempt. If the court determines that a person is “in contempt,” it can punish them.

HA 2y dEe w2 5. 3 (D) & A o] B4 RS AT
Aol 2 = Utk Helo] ofWl Abgho] " el s AA st HHS Ve ¢
st

Contested Case: A case that involves one (1) or more disputed issues.
wAqo] Y& ARR: @ ) o] o] Aol 9= Ab,

Counter-Complaint/Counter-Claim: A complaint the defendant files against the plaintiff after the
plaintiff’s initial complaint.
Rba: a7} 7] aags A7|3E & 957t flate] s A7 d s,

Custody: The legal arrangements regarding with whom a child will live and how decisions about the child
will be made. Custody has two (2) parts: legal and physical. Legal custody refers to decision-making
authority. Physical custody refers to the child(ren)’s time with each parent. Parents may agree on the
custody arrangement that is in the best interest of their child(ren). If the court decides custody, the judge
determines what is in the best interest of the children and makes an order.

FSFE: AL ek A Aol digk A S o WA HE A oF HE A QD Fej
FEAol s WA FEA7 Beld FEo] AUk WA FHHe oA} A4
o v T, B H FEAL 2 LRk A 4] A T R - #eol)
AU A ol ofolehiz Bl So)% 5 Uitk Welo]l FRAL AT 4%, WAbE
A o] # o] o]ejo] FlIA] At § HH S WHYTH

Decision/Judgment/Opinion/Ruling: The result reached by the court in resolving the disputes in a case.
AR/BA/NA: A Q] BAS F| Aty Y3 Hdo] UE= At
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Default: A party’s failure to file a timely answer to a complaint, motion or petition after proper service of
process has been made. After a certain time has passed, the plaintiff can ask the court for a default

judgment.

ATZo|q: & GARTL G S9o] AAatA] o] Fold F ik, A4 E G o] HAo]
kA gk AUt 58 Agto] Aaek 5 dare gl AFEeldy RAS e (T
T AsUH

Default Judgment: A court’s finding on behalf of a plaintiff because the defendant did not respond to a
complaint motion, or petition.
AT o BA: 3 3rt 1k, AF i P o] BaiH ehtrlel Welo] Ang tialste]

Aol gAY,

Defendant: The person the case is brought against. If a defendant files a counter-complaint/claim, they
become the counter-plaintiff.
W3 Aol A7 EE AU 33k vas A7) e, v 3k By,

Discovery: A process in which each party is allowed to investigate the other side’s case and get information
related to the case before a trial or hearing. Special rules determine how and when discovery occurs.
Discovery methods include:

S WAL 2 AL AT o] AR el thell 2AbekaL Aol ut ] 118 el AR A
ARE SRS YU 59% FHol utet oA @A FAE AN AA 2P

71 WA R

o Interrogatories: Written questions one side gives the other side to answer under oath.
AEA: 3 ZARRZE el Al A Sbell S 8tk A AE AU Th
e Oral Depositions: In-person question-and-answer sessions about the facts of a case. Answers are
made under oath and recorded.
B 8k Fd: Akt o) Abdsh Braske] A thwshes AR g APk 44 sl
sl €1 7] SE),
o Requests for Production, Inspection and Copying of Documents: Asking one (1) party to give
the other party documents related to the case.
FAS AN, A S BA 8 3 GAAL ThE Rabel ) Ab7sh BelE BAE
Agst=s a4 eh= AdUh
e Orders for mental or physical examinations: Asking a party to be examined by an expert.
A EE AR AL BH: @ G AR o8] AAES @ gsts A9yt
o Requests for Admissions of Fact: Asking the party to admit to facts so that those facts do not have
to be decided by the court.
A QA 8 Sl Aol WMol ol 2AE dart flomw g Aol Al AR S
QA sets 2 gk
Dissolution: Another name for the legal end of a marriage.
W AEe WA 52 A e By

Divorce: A process for the ending of a marriage.

ojZ: AdE& TR AT AP

Absolute Divorce: The legal ending of a marriage. Once granted, both parties can remarry.

A o E: Aol WA FnT JuFTh UL Wow, IS PR AEDL 5 AsUT
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Evidence: Testimony of witnesses and documents presented to and considered by the court in making a
decision. Rules of evidence are complicated and technical, you should consider consulting or hiring a
lawyer to help you.

A 5o A=t Zﬂ%ﬂ{ w5 ovleta o] 24S 7] sl aefehs iy
A FHe &M o B E wEAe JasL WEAE ngate AS wels ol
e,

Exhibit: A document or object admitted into evidence to prove or disprove an issue in court.

A HYAA S SHAY S3RFS T As AsH s 2 =

o m) g .

Filing: The process of giving the clerk of the court papers in a case. Those papers are also called “filings.”
Some ﬁlings require payment of a fee.

AR A AT A AR S ABSHE G G o)l A AR e
‘%‘—%Hﬂ: AF AEEol= F4R Awol Z

Grounds for Divorce: The legal basis for a divorce. The law sets out specific circumstances under which a

divorce may be granted. Before the court will grant a divorce, the person seeking the divorce must prove
that those conditions exist.

OJE 2A: o] £ WA LAY WEL o|EL 5T 5 U= 5 4TS PAFU
gio] 12 18] 1o e ok AL o1 £c10) EATE G Selor ST

Hearing: A trial or legal proceeding during which an issue is presented to a judge or magistrate.
Ae): AR WA ARALA A AZ S A T AW = BH 252 v,
Judge: A court official with the authority to hear and make decisions about a case.

@Ak Akl djsl] Alelstn 24 vels Aehe 7k e AR,

Judgment: A court’s decision (the final order of the court). For example, the court will enter a Judgment of
Absolute Divorce. A judgment also refers to the grant of money such as for fees and costs, contempt fees, or
attorney fees to be paid by the other party.

B2: Wele] AAH L) AF FH AU A F Bol, WAL 9 o] EL BAR 5 AFU
e Lo APl A ATk Sz F4EG UG, WY BE WF TE WEA FER S}

2o Fel HAL g

Jurisdiction: Refers to the authority of the court to hear and decide a case.
BER: AL AFsn 24 WE £ 9 w0 A8 g

Marital Property: All property acquired during the marriage, even it is not titled in both names, with some
exceptions. See Annotated Code of Maryland, Family Law Article, Section 8-201(e) for definition and
Sections 8-203 through 8-205 for how the court treats marital property. Marital property can be divided
when spouses divorce. If spouses cannot agree, the court will decide. You should consider consulting or
hiring a lawyer.

FH A G olFoR AFHA KUt AT A T FS5T = AS vletar, A

o $17F A gRLTh 23 A oo thste] LML Fo] F4] Wl £, 44 8-201(e) ¥
welo] 23 A A elshis Wl thsto] HH 8-203 U4 8-205 & RN 2. B
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Family Use Personal Property: Personal property acquired during the marriage and used for family
purposes (e.g., family car, family home, furniture, appliances, etc.).

& AL A AR AE AR Fol ASAGon] b AB BAL 918 AHEH A A
NS AEA, AN T, b, FAE SR,

Use and Possession: Under certain circumstances the court may grant use and possession to the parent who
has primary custody of the minor child(ren) of the marriage, allowing that parent and the child(ren) to live
in the family home and/or use family property for up to three (3) years from the date of the divorce.

AREF} &t SR ARl A HES AE T AE AU(E)Y 7R FEEE 7 FRAAA
AS B RS Sbske] Sl R AU (E)7h ol E F A A (3) W B 71 Tl
AFe 3 1% A o] fatm % ol e,

Family Magistrate: A court official who hears cases. A magistrate’s decision is reviewed by a judge before
it is final.
% Ak AS Aelste W AR Rt Aekaate 23S bt 2E § A%

43S WA

Mediation: A process in which the parties meet with a trained, neutral third-party (a mediator) who helps

them resolve issues and reach an agreement. With some exceptions, most courts refer parties in family law
cases involving children, to mediation.

Z74: ARl TAE At Folo mdstes A sk

A3AH(EAA) S} Tl AAAUT. Q5 ool Alelel T o
Ay Al o] GAA Sl A 24 e DA T T

Modification: A change to an existing order. A party asking the court for a modification must show that
there has been a “material change in circumstance” since the date of the existing order.

WA /1E 3PS WA AQUh Bed A aYsE GARE J1E 3HS WA F
AT gl Hal Tt &S Aok st

Motion: A request during a case for the court to take certain action in a case.
AR AP A2l 34 T HAol ARl e 54 2AE AT AS a5k AP Th

Non-Marital property: Property acquired before marriage by one spouse, third-person gifts to one spouse,
and inheritances made to one spouse. Non-marital property will not be divided by the court unless the
spouses agree, or the property has been commingled with marital property.

H) 5 A4k g vl --2tol] ofsf A Mol H53 AL, g a2l thek A3 A=, g
Hl--2l Al Al fake m w27 o Ay el g Afake] i A kel g E A
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A

Oath: A promise to tell the truth subject to criminal penalties for lying. Oaths can be oral (for example,
made in court while testifying or during a deposition) or written (for example, by signing a form or an
affidavit).

AA: AR A5 AR A S Bvks AA) stoll JIAS w7 = of&et= AdY T
AAE el T e AAsE SO Aol ol &eh) e AW (o &2 e A
HzAol Mrgeh o offd = A5yt

Order: A written directive to the parties based on a ruling/decision of the court about the issues stated in a
complaint, petition, motion, or other matter; a command that one or both parties must follow.

B, Y, A Es e ARl A AR A0l tie] o] AAS Nte R
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Order of Default: A court’s order allowing a party’s case to proceed without the participation of the other
party, who failed to file a timely Answer after proper service of process was made.

AT B Fa: G Feo] HAsA o] FolA F A FUE AZ3A 2 Frol
FolalA] il F AR AL A= 5 gah Welel WAy,

R

Parties: The two (2) sides in a case; the plaintiff and the defendant. There may be more than one (1)
plaintiff and defendant named in a case.

FARAL: ol B varel 22 F(2) 7HA Sl sy th WA= (1) W o] ¢ B
izt 2 E 5 AF YT

Pendente Lite: Temporary arrangements for child custody, child support, child visitation, alimony, use and
possession of the family home/property, etc. until a final hearing or trial in a case.

&% F1 AR AF A9 ARl oA W7k A e, AU A9, A BE
AR, 7HE Fu/Aare] ALt e Bol Hlek AAI A A P AL

Petition: One (1) type of legal paper that starts a case. The person who files the case is the petitioner. The
person who is served is the respondent. For example, a Petition for Protection from Domestic Violence or a
Petition for Contempt.

B ARAE THAEEE M) 7HA e M AFdu ok AR S A7) ks A
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Plaintiff: The person who files the initial case. If a counter-complaint/claim is filed by the opposing party,
the plaintiff also becomes the “counter-defendant.”
Qi 7] S Al7Ieks Ab AU o] vEAS AR -, s "Rk 9] atvt

v, :

Pro se/Self-Represented Litigant/Proper Person: A person who represents themselves in court without a
lawyer.
247 ME/A7F BE &FJA/A AR MTAF Qlo] Mol A Aa2 sk A S o Y

Reconciliation: Married but separated people getting back together.
sta: 2o HA FQ AbEC] v FA = Als weay

Service of Process (or “Service”): Providing a copy of the papers being filed to the other side.
9 FREEE "$L"): Aol AZT AR BAHES Adsis AU

Spouse: The person to whom you are married.
WSt g PAAT AES o gAHE T,

Subpoena: A form issued by the court requiring someone to appear in court and/or to provide documents.
283 W0l FERAY EAE AZT AL 2757 98 Beel wals= FAYUh

Uncontested Divorce Case: When neither spouse disagrees with the divorce and there are no issues for the
court to decide about children, money or property.

A o] gl o] & AR: oW GARALE o] Eof whtfslA] rom 72/ w A, 54 e ALkl
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Venue: The county or city where the case is heard.
i AR S Ak 7R B BAIE BT

Writ of Summons: A form issued by the court directing a party to respond to a complaint, motion or
petition.
A% @ & FARANA a1k, A1 s Aol tiE] vl e As A Ak M T Ay

CC-DRINBLK (Rev. 10/2023) (TR 10/2023) Page 18 of 18

18 /18 #Ho]#



