
Voters’ Guide Description of Circuit Court Selection 
 
HOW ELECTED: Elected countywide. The state is divided into 8 Judicial Circuits. When there is a 
vacancy, the Governor appoints a person to fill the office from a list recommended by a judicial 
nominating commission. The nominating commission reviews each applicant’s experience as an 
attorney before making recommendations to the Governor. Each newly appointed judge must stand 
for election at the first election that occurs at least one year after the vacancy happened. Sitting 
judges must also run for re-election after serving for 15 years. Attorneys who are members of the 
Maryland Bar may also run to challenge a newly appointed or sitting judge. All candidates run on both 
the Democratic and Republican primary ballots. 
 


